
 
 

 
 
 
 

MASTERS SWIMMING NSW INC. 
 
 

2020 
ANNUAL 
REPORT 

 
 
 
 
 

Life Members: 
Ken Ford (dec) 
Brian Hird 
Margaret (Peg) Wilson (dec) 
George McGilvray (dec) 
Sue Johnstone 
Beryl Stenhouse 
Gary Stutsel 
Helen Rubin 
Jane Noake 
Mark Hepple 



CONTENTS 
 
 

  Page 
 
 

President's Report 1 
 
Country Vice President’s Report 3 
 
National Board Delegate’s Report 5 
 
Administrator's Report 6 
 
Director’s Report and Financial Statements 11 
 
Independent Assurance Practitioner’s Review Report 23 
 
Coaching Director’s Report 25 
 
Meet Director’s Report 27 
 
Endurance Recorder’s Report 29 
 
Records Recorder’s Report 31 
 
Technical Director’s Report 32 
 
Training Coordinator’s Report 33 
 
Meetings 35 
 
Club Membership 36 
 



CONTENTS 
(Cont’d) 

 
  Page 
Club Reports 
 

 Armidale AUSSI Masters Swimming Club 37 

 Bidgee Masters Swimming Club 39 

 Blacktown City Masters Swimming Incorporated 40 

 Blue Mountains Phoenix AUSSI Masters Swimming NSW 42 

 Clarence River Masters Swimming Club Inc. 44 

 Coffs Harbour Masters Swimming 46 

 Ginninderra Swim Club 48 

 Hills AUSSI Masters Swimming 49 

 Manly Masters Swimming Club 51 

 Merrylands Amateur Swimming Club Inc. 53 

 Molonglo Water Dragons, ACT/NSW 55 

 Myall Masters Swimming Club Inc. 56 

 North Sydney Masters 58 

 Novocastrian Masters Swimming Club 59 

 Oak Flats AUSSI Masters Inc. 60 

 Ryde AUSSI Masters Swimmers Inc. (RAMS) 61 

 Sapphire Coast Adult Swimming Club 63 

 Seaside Pirates 66 

 St George Masters Swimming Club Inc. 68 

 Trinity AUSSI Masters Swim Club 69 

 Warringah Masters Swimming 70 

 Wests Auburn Masters Swimming Club 73 

 Wett Ones Masters Swimming Club 75 

 Wollongong Masters Swimming 83 

 

 



1 
 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 2020 
 
 
As it has been said 100 times, 2020 certainly threw us some curve balls! The 
year started with horrific bush fires affecting many members particularly in 
country areas. This was followed by flash flooding which took the 
Myall Masters carnival off the table and then, of course, COVID 19 came to 
Australia in full force. This put a stop to our National Championships that we 
had worked so hard to organise, as well as most carnivals throughout the 
year. 
 
Despite all of this, we kept going to the best of our ability and it’s important to 
recognise all that did occur throughout the year and those who made it 
possible. 
 
In the area of administration, Jillian provided a vital role throughout the year, 
keeping on top of the ever-changing climate and restrictions. There were 
constant changes to the COVID safe policies that Jillian made sure clubs and 
the branch were aware of. The safety officers from each club needed to 
complete a course in COVID safety also orchestrated by Jillian. The 
administrator’s help desk was constantly busy during the year. In addition to 
all of this, Jillian was instrumental in developing and coordinating new 
initiatives as well. 
 
Jane Noake continued in her role as Branch Meet Director through 2020, but 
despite all efforts and planning, Branch Championships were not to be. 
However, Jane did not let this deter her – instead she enlisted the help of 
Jillian and Mark Hepple to “think outside the box” and came up with some 
new and exciting challenges in keeping with COVID restrictions. These 
included, dry land challenges, virtual swim meets and the “Back to the Future” 
carnival series. As it has been in previous years, Mark has continued to 
dedicate his free time to helping us and developing new things. This year we 
have added a results app to our list of amazing things Mark has done. Not 
only can you see results go up in real time but you can also manage your 
swims – i.e. scratch out of races and so on. 
 
In the second half of 2020, we received funding from the State Government to 
help rebuild our activities (this will continue throughout 2021), and as a result 
a sub-committee comprising of Jane Noake, David Loader and Aaron Cleland 
was formed. Their organisation has resulted in a series of coaching clinics 
with Mitch Patterson as the guest coach, as well as supporting individual 
clubs and the Hunter region in their recovery. The sub-committee will 
continue to work on these initiatives throughout 2021. 
 
Other activities and behind the scene activities of note included – 
 
 Recovery training programs provided by Greg Gourley and Anne Smyth 
 Coaches meetings run by Peter McGee to keep up-skilling club coaches 
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 Hunter reconnect carnival and endurance day run by Lesley Potter with 
help from Lawrence Powderly 

 Grant and Job keeper applications were orchestrated by Paul Bailey and 
Jillian Pateman 

 E1000 swims continued where possible and Jenny Whiteley continued 
to be our Branch Endurance Recorder 

 
I would like to thank the Board of MSNSW for their support throughout 2020 
and all of the volunteers that continue to make our organisation great. 
 
 
Yours in Fitness, Friendship and Fun. 
 
 
Kerryn Blanch 
President 
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COUNTRY VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT 2020 
 
 
Covid impacted everyone towards the end of March 2020 with the lock down 
and closure of businesses and sporting organisations across the state. Along 
with everything else all pools were closed, so this meant that everyone’s 
preparations for the Nationals which were going to be held in Sydney at the 
SOPAC complex, in April, were put on hold. Covid also caused the 
cancellation of both NSW and the Northern Territory chance to host the 
Nationals in 2020 and 2021 so the next national meet will be when NSW host 
the Nationals in 2022. 
 
The middle to the end of May saw a lot of the metropolitan pools reopen but 
with a strict covid plan. A lot of the country pools had to wait until the summer 
season before they re-opened and clubs get back to training on a regular 
basis. 
 
Most swimming complexes placed a limit on the number of swimmers at a 
carnival to around 100 and with no spectators. The first two BTTF meets were 
cancelled due to small outbreaks within the greater Sydney area, but we 
eventually got off the ground with meet No. 3 at the Knox Pool on 18/10/20, 
followed by No 4 at Ryde on 7/11/20, No 5 at Lidcombe on 29/11/2020 and 
finally No. 6 at Kur-ring-gai on 6/12/20. 
 
Members of the Hunter clubs did not wish to travel to Sydney due to the 
outbreaks that were happening, therefore Lesley Potter from the 
Raymond Terrace club organised a ‘Hunter Reconnection Meet’ for the 
Hunter clubs only. Lesley booked Maitland pool for Sunday 13th December 
2020 and we saw a good roll up for this meet, around 35 swimmers. The 
meet was to get the Hunter swimmers back into the water and racing again. 
Thank you, Lesley for a wonderful job. 
 
Lesley and I will be looking at holding another similar meet later in 2021. 
 
With the help of Jillian in the MSNSW office we started up a country zoom 
meeting in September, where country clubs could get together and talk about 
their club and what activities, if any, they were doing. These meetings have 
become a regular monthly event, so please, if your club has not yet joined us, 
please do so and let us and the other country clubs know what your club is 
organising and how you are coping in these Covid times. Does the club need 
any assistance with coaching, lane hire, pool hire for a swimming carnival? 
These zoom meetings are the best place to let us know, if you do not advise 
us we can’t help you or your club. 
 
ACT clubs have held a couple of interclub meets. They held a time trial meet 
early in 2021 so coaches could get an idea of where the level of swimming 
was at and also held a ‘Starts and Turns’ workshop on 14th March 2021 in 
preparation for the Branch Championships. 
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Late 2020 saw the introduction of a new club on the South Coast – Narooma. 
David McInnes has set out to start this new club in the area. 
Bruce Williamson from the Sapphire Coast club offered his assistance to 
David to help set up the club. 
 
MSNSW, with the help of Anne Smyth and her coaching team, are looking at 
holding a workshop down in the Narooma later in 2021 to attract swimmers in 
the local area. 
 
The 2020 e1000 Endurance Program saw a couple of country swimmers, 
Leanne Da Costa (Coffs Harbour) and Wendy McMurtrie (Port Macquarie), 
achieve maximum points for their swims. In the Clubs with Highest Points - 
Tuggeranong Club came in 3rd with 7601 points behind Campbelltown 
(13428) and Blacktown (8830). Oak Flats finished 3rd in the Clubs with 
Highest % Participation. 
 
Congratulations to all clubs and individuals who contested the e1000 in the 
difficult times. 
 
Cheers, 
 
 
Lawrence Powderly 
Country Vice President 
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NATIONAL BOARD DELEGATE’S REPORT 2020 
 
 
As we are all aware the last year has been a challenging year for everybody. 
The normal meetings that were held face to face twice a year, Autumn & 
Spring, did not occur due to COVID19 and the many travel restrictions and 
border closures. Meetings were conducted and like most people shifted to an 
online platform. In addition to the normal two meetings that were scheduled 
an additional meeting was held in September at which additional attendees 
were invited so as to broaden the discussion and share ideas of what the 
branches were doing to retain members during this challenging time. 
 
The main point of focus this year was continuing to try and add value for 
branches and members with a member's portal being launched. This portal 
will allow delivery of benefits to members in the future.  
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ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT 2020 
 
 
Governance 
 
Masters Swimming NSW is governed by a board of seven members assisted by 
position holders in Coaching, Endurance, Recording, Safety, Technical, Training, 
Social Media and Website. Board members were elected at the Annual General 
Meeting held in May 2020 both by Zoom and in person which was attended by 
38 registered persons representing 19 of our 47 clubs. 
 
We welcomed Mark McDonald from Blacktown City Masters and Lesley Potter from 
Raymond Terrace Masters to the Board and said farewell to Diana Watts and      
long-serving Tony Tooher, a knowledgeable & great advisor. 
 
MSNSW office, located at Sports House in Sydney Olympic Park, remained rent 
free; we pay for outgoings and remain grateful to the NSW Office of Sport for this 
generous support. From March 2020 the Branch administration toggled between 
working from home and the office. 
 
Promotions 
 
Recognition 
At the Annual General Meeting in June 2020 many members were recognised for 
their work and dedication throughout 2019. These included, but were not limited to, 
Mark Hepple (Gary Stutsel Award), Dawn Gledhill (Official of the Year), Lindsay Risk 
(Administration Award), Greg Gourley (Coach of the Year) and Aaron Cleland 
(Ian Davis Award). The branch offers hearty congratulations to all these recipients. 
 

 
 
Mark Hepple again put in countless hours of voluntary labour at the computer 
launching and updating the new website. 
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Marketing 
The FINA World Masters Championships had been promoted for August 2021 but by 
March the word came through that they, too, had been cancelled. The World Masters 
Games held on to the dream that they could keep plans on the table for May 2021. 
We held on to hope. For a while. 
 
Dryland Training 
15 April was going to be the opening event for the 2020 National Championships, 
then this needed to be postponed. So, what to do? It was radical but there was an 
on-the-spot decision made to host a dryland challenge online and we had 130 
entries from 28 clubs around Australia! 
 
Congratulations went to Raymond Terrace Masters who won the average points 
competition, and to Di Partridge who recorded the highest number of points 
individually also to Ryde AUSSI who had the highest number of participants per club. 
Thanks so much to Lesley Potter for all her efforts in keeping us informed and 
energised and many thanks to Mark Hepple for putting it all together with no notice 
and for keeping the statistics in check. 
 

 
 
In June we did it again— for all our members waiting to get back into the pool, we 
hosted another ‘virtual’ meet where you took part in, and earned points for a variety 
of activities under three headings–Fitness, Friendship and Fun. You didn’t need to 
swim to take part (although that was one of the activities), you could take a walk, 
phone a club mate or even cook a healthy meal to earn points. The more activities 
you did, the more points you earned. 
 
In September we drove through another Virtual event, just because 
we could.  
 
Time was spent promoting the app, writing Covid Safety Plans, 
sourcing online Covid training, creating Track & Trace logs and 
learning to navigate new booking systems and accessing pools. 
Let’s be safe by choice, not by chance! 
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Programs & Activities 
 
Coaching Team 
The Coach Project team, led by Anne Smyth, started the year off with plans! On the 
list was a Coach Freestyle workshop to discuss basic faults & how to fix and a 
booking was confirmed for a Swim Camp at Thredbo. 
 
As the State was beset my fire the Coach team asked coaches to build fitness and 
focus on technique in the lead up to the Nationals, to include Starts and Turns 
practice and Peter Johnston (previous National Coach of the Year) ran a Starts class 
for swimmers before the Merrylands swim meet & Tuggeranong masters planned a 
Super Swim Sunday workshop, alas it was not to be. 
 
A coach course was on the calendar for August, such were the plans. 
 
By March the Team got active in promoting online resources and by June they were 
focussed on returning members safely to swimming. 
 
From October Mitch Patterson started conducting Freestyle Technique Clinics which 
included video aided discussions, drills and corrections with direct feedback on 
swimmer specific technique aspects. 
 
Endurance 1000 Recorder 
While nationally it was not feasible to continue with the E1000 program MSNSW was 
in a position to keep it alive at Branch level. Jenny Whiteley kept us up to date and 
MSNSW finished 2020 with twenty members achieving maximum points while 
another seven managed all swims. 
 
Campbelltown topped Blacktown and participants came from 35 MSNSW clubs. 
 

Technical and Training Team  
MSNSW continues to have a 
healthy base of officials on 
which to call but can never have 
enough to share the workload. 
All members are strongly 
encouraged to get qualified in 
one or more positions to help on 
pool deck. 

   
 
Swim Meets 
The year started with full-on energy heading us all to the hosting of the 45th National 
Championships. Stock was ordered, venues booked, deposits paid, merchandise & 
designs discussed and decided upon, Officials volunteered, uniforms organised, 
medals & caps delivered, sponsors supported us and then the balloon was popped 
and all was deflated. We sincerely believed it was a postponement for six months but 
some refunds were still needed to be paid and a great rustle around to change 
bookings with clubs and councils and pools and members. The Branch firmly held on 
to a reorganisation and shifting of the two years of effort that had got us all to this 
stage but like so many, many 2020 plans it was simply not to be. 
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Campbelltown Collegians held the first swim meet of the year and they got a whole 
lot of swimming in. These were in the days when members enjoyed raffles and 
BBQ’s and a whole lot of camaraderie. 
 

 
 

There was disappointment and sheer joy. 
 

                
 
By June many outdoor pools had reopened with limited capacity and the booking at 
SOPAC for the Branch Relay meet remained. We still had high hopes but they were 
dwindling. It was not to be. Alongside our Swim Meet Director, Jane Noake, 
Mark Hepple created a Back to the Future series of events and, as Ryde AUSSI 
Masters couldn’t take up their planned event in August the Branch took on the pool 
booking and swimmers came out to play. Members were advised: Cancellation 
and/or postponement is something we have to expect “may” happen in the next few 
months due to changing outbreaks. We will keep organising meets when we can and 
they will only go ahead if and when the time is right. And some did go ahead but not 
all. 

 
Our swim year finished with an entirely new concept, a 
Women Only meet in collaboration with an Adult Swim 
School and Swim Sisters. The NSW State Govt 
conducted Her Sport Her Way events across the State 
and MSNSW was fortunate to receive funding to support 
this carnival. Different Strokes Swim School encouraged 
women who had just learned to swim to give competition 
a go, some for the first time in their lives so there were a 
lot of nerves and self-doubt. Female MSNSW members 
met new friends and supported new swimmers. 

 
Regional Projects 
Lawrence Powderly, Vice President, Country introduced monthly Zoom meetings 
with our regional clubs. Ideas abounded including opportunities for mini-meets, 
coached training sessions, programs and social events. It was felt that regionally 
based members may feel uncomfortable travelling to metro areas but they were keen 
and energised to host their own activities. The idea for a Hunter Reconnection event 
was born. 
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During this upheaval MSNSW welcomed a new club! Narooma Masters opened its 
doors on the South Coast and was supported by (almost) nearby Sapphire Coast 
Stingrays and the Coaching Team in the ACT. 
 
Acknowledgements 
 
The branch office continues to receive the benefit of advice and assistance from 
Lawrence Powderly on a fortnightly basis as we opened then closed the Olympic 
Park office. Members who attend events know Lawrence well from the Marshalling 
desk and as our Check Starter, he remained calm and sane as we navigated through 
the pandemic year that was. Thank you, Lawrence. 
 
My thanks and gratitude also go to our National General Manager and Administrator 
for their consistent support throughout 2020. Thank you to Sarah and Kath for being 
there on this wild ride. I couldn’t do it without you. 
 
 
Jillian Pateman 
Administrator 
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THE NSW ASSOCIATION OF AUSSI MASTERS SWIMMING CLUBS INC. 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2020 

 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 
 
Your committee members submit the financial report of The NSW Association of 
AUSSI Masters Swimming Clubs Inc. for the financial year ended 31 December 2020. 
 
Committee Members 
The names of committee members throughout the year and at the date of this report 
are: 
 

Committee Member Position 
Kerryn Blanch President 
Anthony Fulton Acting Treasurer 
David Loader Vice President 
Lawrence Powderly Country Vice President 
Jon Hawton Committee 
Mark McDonald Committee 
Lesley Potter Committee 

 
Principal Activities 
The principal activities of the Association during the financial year were the promotion 
of sport, in particular, that it is a national organisation founded to encourage all adults 
regardless of age or ability, to swim regularly in order to promote fitness and improve 
their general health. 
 
Significant Changes 
No significant change in the nature of these activities occurred during the year. 
 
Operating Result 
The surplus of the Association for the financial year after providing for income tax 
amounted to $42,975 (2019: Deficit ($19,872)), as per the financial statements. 
 
Going Concern 
This financial report has been prepared on a going concern basis which contemplates 
continuity of normal business activities and the realisation of assets and settlement of 
liabilities in the ordinary course of business. The ability of the association to continue 
to operate as a going concern is dependent upon the ability of the association to 
generate sufficient cashflows from operations to meet its liabilities. The members of 
the association believe that the going concern assumption is appropriate. 
 
 
Signed in accordance with a resolution of the Members of the Committee on: 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Kerryn Blanch (President) 
Date      /      / 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Anthony Fulton (Acting Treasurer) 
Date      /      / 
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THE NSW ASSOCIATION OF AUSSI MASTERS SWIMMING CLUBS INC. 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2020 

 
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE STATEMENT 

 
 

         2020     2019 
 
Income       
 
   Grant Operating      
 Grant Income  23,333  27,904 
 Jobkeeper Income  21,900  - 
 Federal Government Stimulus  20,000  - 
 
 Total Grant Operating  65,233  27,904 
     
   Event Income     
 AGM Function Ticket  15  420 
 Branch Carnivals  5,058  - 
 Bushranger Fees Online  154  222 
 Club Registration Fees  2,370  2,410 
 Coaching Income  220  1,858 
 Meet Sanction Fee  300  650 
 Member Registrations Online  41,233  42,823 
 MSNSW Long Course Championships  -  14,052 
 MSNSW Long Distance Championships  -  2,514 
 MSNSW Relay Meet  -  6,342 
 MNSW Short Course Championships  -  8,081 
 Open Water Event  -  320 
 Total Event Income  49,350  79,692 
     
   Fundraising  58  60 
   Total Income  114,641  107,756 
     
Cost of Sales     
   Carnival Expenses  8,128  23.480 
   Coaching Expenses  1,892  3,141 
   Officials Training & Courses  274  4,272 
   Recorder Expenses  1,812  3,231 
   Total Cost of Sales  12,106  34,124 
     
Gross Profit  102,535  73,632 
     
Other Income     
   Other Revenue  -  4,425 
   Interest Income  171  580 
   Newsletter and Other Promotional Income  -  400 
   Total Other Income  171  5,405 

 
 
 
 

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements. 
These statements should be read in conjunction with the attached compilation report. 
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THE NSW ASSOCIATION OF AUSSI MASTERS SWIMMING CLUBS INC. 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2020 

 
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE STATEMENT 

(Continued) 
 
 

         2020       2019 
 
Expenditure     
   Depreciation  1,575  1,554 
   Travel and Accommodation  -  337 
   Advertising  (400)  - 
   Aerobic Expenses  -  1,994 
   AGM Expenses  1,360  1,269 
   Audit Fees  2,200  2,200 
   Board Meeting Expenses  412  963 
   Entertainment  -  330 
   General Expenses  -  111 
   Go Country Expenses  -  973 
   Illawarra Grant Expenses  -  6,110 
   Insurance  377  654 
   Office Expenses  -  181 
   Postage, Printing & Stationery  670  892 
   Subscriptions & Dues  950  790 
   Superannuation  4,829  6,822 
   Telephone & Internet  410  296 
   Top Ten Expenses  -  408 
   Training & Development – Member & Club  -  1,216 
   Repairs and Maintenance  150  - 
   Wages and Salaries  47,198  71,809 
   Total Expenditure  59,731  98,909 
     
 
Surplus / (Deficit) Before Income Tax Adjustment 42,975  (19,872) 
 
Surplus / (Deficit) for the Year Before Income Tax 42,975  (19,872) 
 
Current Year Surplus / (Deficit) After Income Tax 42,975  (19,872) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements. 
These statements should be read in conjunction with the attached compilation report. 
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THE NSW ASSOCIATION OF AUSSI MASTERS SWIMMING CLUBS INC. 
AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2020 

 
ASSETS AND LIABILITIES STATEMENT 

 
 

     Notes    2020     2019 
 
Assets     
 
   Current Assets     
 
 Cash and Cash Equivalents      
    Cheque Account   146,402  19,290 

    Online Saver   180,467  180,296 

    Petty Cash on Hand   543  349 

    Total Cash and Cash Equivalents  327,412  199,935 

 

 Total Current Assets   327,412  199,935 

 
   Non-Current Assets     
 
 Office Equipment     
    Office Equipment   17,756  14,774 
    Office Equipment – Less Accumulated 
       Depreciation (10,479)  (8,904) 

        Total Office Equipment 2 7,277  5,870 

 
 Other Non-Current Assets     

    Inventory   1,478  1,478 

    Medals & Swimsuits   118  - 

    ATO Activity Statement Account   2,114  - 

    Total Other Non-Current Assets  3,710  1,478 

 

 Total Non-Current Assets   10,987  7,348 

 

   Total Assets    338,399  207,283 
 
Liabilities     
 
   Current Liabilities     
 
 Trade and Other Payables     

    Club Registration Fees – In Advance  1,786  1,580 

    Audit Fees Accrued 31 December  2,200  2,200 

    PAYG Withholdings Payable  1,947  2,030 

    Wages Payable – Payroll  168  - 

    Income Tax Payable  2,114  - 

    Total Trade and Other Payables   8,213  5,810 
 

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements. 
These statements should be read in conjunction with the attached compilation report. 
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THE NSW ASSOCIATION OF AUSSI MASTERS SWIMMING CLUBS INC. 
AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2020 

 
ASSETS AND LIABILITIES STATEMENT 

(Continued) 
 
 

     Notes    2020     2019 
 
 Employee Benefits      

    Superannuation Payable  1,707  152 

    Total Employee Benefits  1,707  152 

    

 National Championships Account (for transfer) 95  516 
 NSW Office of Sport Grant - 12 months 
   from 1 April 2020 $20,000  5,000  3,333 

 NSW Office of Sport Grant - December 2019 -  5,000 

 Sport Recovery Grant  86,574   

 Registrations NSW Online - In Advance  18,044  16,683 

 Total Current Liabilities   119,633  31,494 

 

   Other Current Liabilities     
 Rounding   -  - 

 Total Other Current Liabilities  -  - 

 

   Total Liabilities  119,633  31,494 

 
Net Assets  218,764  175,789 
 
Equity     
 
   Capital Reserve     
     Current Year Earnings  42,975  (19,872) 

     Retained Earnings  171,997  191,869 

   Total Capital Reserve  214,974  171,997 

     

   Financial Instruments     

     Betty Grant Legacy  1,000  1,000 

     Corpus  2,792  2,792 

     Total Financial Instruments  3,792  3,792 

     

   Total Equity 4 218,764  175,789 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements. 
These statements should be read in conjunction with the attached compilation report. 
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THE NSW ASSOCIATION OF AUSSI MASTERS SWIMMING CLUBS INC. 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2020 

 
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

 
 
1. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies 
 
The financial statements are special purpose financial statements prepared in 
order to satisfy the financial reporting requirements of the Associations 
Incorporation Act 2009 and Associations Incorporation Regulation 2010. The 
committee has determined that the association is not a reporting entity. The 
functional and presentation currency is Australian dollars. The financial report 
was authorised for issue by those charged with governance on XX April 2021. 
Comparatives are consistent with prior years, unless otherwise stated. 
 
The financial statements have been prepared on an accruals basis and are 
based on historic costs and do not take into account changing money values or, 
except where stated specifically, current valuations of non-current assets. 
 
The following significant accounting policies, which are consistent with the 
previous period unless stated otherwise, have been adopted in the preparation of 
these financial statements. 
 
Property, Plant and Equipment (PPE) 
Leasehold improvements and office equipment are carried at cost less, where 
applicable, any accumulated depreciation. 
 
The depreciable amount of all PPE is depreciated over the useful lives of the 
assets to the association commencing from the time the asset is held ready for 
use. 
 
Leasehold improvements are amortised over the shorter of either the unexpired 
period of the lease or the estimated useful lives of the improvements. 
 
Impairment of Assets 
At the end of each reporting period, the committee reviews the carrying amounts 
of its tangible and intangible assets to determine whether there is any indication 
that those assets have been impaired. If such an indication exists, an impairment 
test is carried out on the asset by comparing the recoverable amount of the asset, 
being the higher of the asset’s fair value less costs to sell and value in use, to the 
asset’s carrying amount. Any excess of the asset’s carrying amount over its 
recoverable amount is recognised in the income and expenditure statement. 
 
Provisions 
Provisions are recognised when the association has a legal or constructive 
obligation, as a result of past events, for which it is probable that an outflow of 
economic benefits will result and that outflow can be reliably measured. 
Provisions are measured at the best estimate of the amounts required to settle 
the obligation at the end of the reporting period. 
 
 
 

These notes should be read in conjunction with the attached compilation report. 
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THE NSW ASSOCIATION OF AUSSI MASTERS SWIMMING CLUBS INC. 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2020 

 
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

 
 
1. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (continued) 
 
Cash on Hand 
Cash on hand includes cash on hand, deposits held at call with banks, and other 
short-term highly liquid investments with original maturities of three months or 
less. 
 
Accounts Receivable and Other Debtors 
Accounts receivable and other debtors include amounts due from members as 
well as amounts receivable from donors. Receivables expected to be collected 
within 12 months of the end of the reporting period are classified as current 
assets. All other receivables are classified as non-current assets. 
 
Revenue and other Income 
Revenue is measured at the fair value of the consideration received or receivable 
after taking into account any trade discounts and volume rebates allowed. For this 
purpose, deferred consideration is not discounted to present values when 
recognising revenue. 
 
Interest revenue is recognised using the effective interest method, which for 
floating rate financial assets is the rate inherent in the instrument. Dividend 
revenue is recognised when the right to receive a dividend has been established. 
 
Grant and donation income is recognised when the entity obtains control over the 
funds, which is generally at the time of receipt. 
 
If conditions are attached to the grant that must be satisfied before the association 
is eligible to receive the contribution, recognition of the grant as revenue will be 
deferred until those conditions are satisfied. 
 
All revenue is stated net of the amount of goods and services tax. 
 
Financial Assets 
Investments in financial assets are initially recognised at cost, which includes 
transaction costs, and are subsequently measured at fair value, which is 
equivalent to their market bid price at the end of the reporting period. 
Movements in fair value are recognised through an equity reserve. 
 
Accounts Payable and Other Payables 
Accounts payable and other payables represent the liability outstanding at the 
end of the reporting period for goods and services received by the association 
during the reporting period that remain unpaid. The balance is recognised as a 
current liability with the amounts normally paid within 30 days of recognition of 
the liability. 
 
 
 

These notes should be read in conjunction with the attached compilation report. 
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THE NSW ASSOCIATION OF AUSSI MASTERS SWIMMING CLUBS INC. 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2020 

 
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

 
 

         2020     2019 
 
2.  Plant and Equipment, Motor Vehicles    
 
   Plant and Equipment    
 Plant and Equipment at Cost   14,774  14,774 
 Accumulated Depreciation of Plant & Equipment (10,479)  (8,904) 
 Total Plant and Equipment 
  

7,277 
  

5,870 
 

   Total Plant and Equipment, Motor Vehicles 7,277  5,870 
 

 
         2020     2019 
 
3.  Trade and Other Payables    
 
   Other Payables    
 PAYG Withholdings Payable   1.947  2,030 
 Total Other Payables 
  

1,947 
  

2,030 
 

   Total Trade and Other Payables 1,947  2,030 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

These notes should be read in conjunction with the attached compilation report. 
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THE NSW ASSOCIATION OF AUSSI MASTERS SWIMMING CLUBS INC. 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2020 

 
MOVEMENTS IN EQUITY 

 
 
 
 

         2020     2019 
 
4.  Equity    
   Opening Balance     175,789   195,661  
   Increases    
 Profit / (Loss) for the Period 42,975  (19,872) 
 Total increases / (decreases)  42,975   (19,872)  
   Total Equity 218,764  175,789 
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THE NSW ASSOCIATION OF AUSSI MASTERS SWIMMING CLUBS INC. 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2020 

 
STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS 

 
 
 
 

      2020 2019 
 

Operating Activities    

   Receipts from Customers  58 160 
   Payments to Suppliers and Employees  (56,007) (96,635) 
   Cash Receipts from Other Operating Activities  114,754 113,001 
   Cash Payments from Other Operating Activities  (13,640) (29,368) 
   Net Cash Flows from Operating Activities  45,165 (12,842) 

 

Investing Activities    

   Proceeds from Sales of Property, Plant and Equipment - - 
   Payment for Property, Plant and Equipment  (2,982) (4,850) 
   Other Cash Items from Investing Activities  (3,042) (6,269) 
   Net Cash Flows from Investing Activities  (6,024) (11,119) 

 
Financing Activities    
   Other Activities  88,141 757 
   Net Cash Flows from Other Activities  88,141 757 

 
Net Increase / (Decrease) in Cash Flows  127,283 (23,204) 

 
Cash and Cash Equivalents    
   Cash and cash equivalents at beginning of period  199,586 222,790 
   Cash and cash equivalents at end of period  326,869 199,586 
   Net change in cash for period  127,283 (23,204) 
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THE NSW ASSOCIATION OF AUSSI MASTERS SWIMMING CLUBS INC. 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2020 

 
TRUE AND FAIR POSITION 

 
 
Annual Statements Give True and Fair View of Financial Position and 
Performance of the Association 
 
 
We, Kerryn Blanch, and Anthony Fulton, being members of the committee 
of The NSW Association of AUSSI Masters Swimming Clubs Inc., certify 
that – 
 
The statements attached to this certificate give a true and fair view of the 
financial position and performance of The NSW Association of AUSSI 
Masters Swimming Clubs Inc. during and at the end of the financial year of 
the association ending on 31 December 2020. 
 
 
 
 
Signed: Kerryn Blanch 
 
 
Dated:    /    / 
 
 
 
 
Signed: Anthony Fulton 
 
 
Dated:    /    / 
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THE NSW ASSOCIATION OF AUSSI MASTERS SWIMMING CLUBS INC. 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2020 

 
CERTIFICATE BY MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE 

 
 
 
 
I, Anthony Fulton of Randwick NSW certify that: 
 
1. I am an acting committee member (filling a casual vacancy) of the 

Association, and 
 
2. I am duly authorised by the committee to make this statement 
 
3. The financial statements for the year ended 31 December 2020 

were submitted to the members of the association at its annual 
general meeting. 

 
 
 
 
Dated:    /    / 
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INDEPENDENT ASSURANCE PRACTIONER’S REVIEW REPORT TO THE 
MEMBERS OF THE NSW ASSOCIATION OF AUSSI MASTERS 
SWIMMING CLUBS INC 
 
 
Report on Financial Report 
 
We have reviewed the accompanying special purpose financial report, of 
The NSW Association of AUSSI Masters Swimming Clubs Inc., which 
comprises the assets and liabilities Statement as at 31 December 2020, 
the income and expenditure statement, movement in equity and statement 
of cash flows for the year ended on that date, notes comprising a 
summary of significant accounting policies, other explanatory information 
and the certificate by the members of the committee. The financial report 
has been prepared to fulfil the financial reporting requirements of the 
committee under the constitution. 
 
Committee Members’ Responsibility for the Financial Report 
 
The committee of the association is responsible for the preparation and 
fair presentation of the financial report in accordance with the 
requirements of the constitution, and for such internal control as 
committee determines is necessary to enable the preparation of financial 
report that is free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or 
error. 
 
Assurance Practitioner’s Responsibility 
 
Our responsibility is to express a conclusion on the accompanying 
financial report. We conducted our review in accordance with Standard on 
Review Engagements ASRE 2400, Review of a Financial Report 
Performed by an Assurance Practitioner Who is not the Auditor of the 
Entity. ASRE 2400 requires us to conclude whether anything has come to 
our attention that causes us to believe that the financial report, taken as a 
whole, are not prepared in all material respects in accordance with the 
applicable financial reporting framework. This Standard also requires us to 
comply with relevant ethical requirements. 
 
A review of financial report in accordance with ASRE 2400 is a limited 
assurance engagement. The assurance practitioner performs procedures, 
primarily consisting of making enquiries of management and others within 
the association, as appropriate, and applying analytical procedures, and 
evaluates the evidence obtained. 
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The procedures performed in a review are substantially less than those 
performed in an audit conducted in accordance with Australian Auditing 
Standards. Accordingly, we do not express an audit opinion on the 
financial report. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Based on our review, nothing has come to our attention that causes us to 
believe that this financial report does not present fairly, in all material 
respects, the financial position of The NSW Association of AUSSI Masters 
Swimming Clubs Inc as at 31 December 2020, and of its financial 
performance and cash flows for the year then ended, in accordance with 
the requirements of the constitution. 
 
Basis of Accounting and Restriction on Distribution and Use 
 
Without modifying our conclusion, we draw attention to Note 1 (a) to the 
financial report, which describes the basis of accounting. The financial 
report is prepared to assist the committee to comply with the financial 
reporting requirements under the constitution. As a result, the financial 
report may not be suitable for another purpose. Our report is intended 
solely for members and should not be distributed to or used by parties 
other than the members. 
 
 
Cabel Partners 
Chartered Accountants  
 
 
 
Ray Khalil 
Partner 
 
 
.. April 2021 
Sydney 
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COACHING DIRECTOR’S REPORT 2020 
 
 
2020 was a difficult COVID year with training affected, workshops and swim 
meets cancelled.  
 
Di Coxon-Ellis stepped down as Coaching Director to concentrate on position 
as Chair of the National Coaching Committee and Anne Smyth took over as 
BCD, with both continuing working closely together over 2020. Di has been 
happy to continue to assist following up the candidates on courses she has 
conducted.  
 
In February Di conducted another Club Coach workshop at Sports House and 
Auburn LC, supported by Anne Smyth, Vicky Watson, John Kulhan and 
Paul Bailey. Three of the 8 participants had already completed all 
requirements in 2020 as they had been actively coaching under their mentor 
coaches prior to the course. Well done, Suzie Haddad, Marko Antic and 
Bradley Monks. 
 
Early 2021 two more have completed Kerry Anne Michels and Luca Antic. 
Two also have completed from the 2019 course – namely Marie Taylor and 
Andrew McCrindell. 
 
Reaccreditation - six received for 2020– Di Coxon-Ellis, Christine Echols, 
Dawn Gledhill, Guilherme Guaragni, Bill Moorcroft and John Smith. 
 
Summary to Date Total Coaches New in 2020 Reaccredited in 2020 

NSW 87 5 6 
 
From a National perspective, the NCC made great strides in 2020 in the 
development of the ONLINE Club Coach Course, resulting in revising the 
whole registration process including the reaccreditation process and the RCC. 
Greg Gourley joined Anne and Di officially on the NCC from October. 
 
The MSNSW coaching team (Anne Smyth, Greg Gourley, Di Coxon-Ellis, 
Peter McGee, John Kulhan, Jane Noake, Paul Bailey, Greg Lewin, 
Peter Johnston, Leisa Cass, Caroline Makin and Bill Moorcroft) have 
continued to support coaches in developing their knowledge to provide a 
quality program for their members. 
 
Congratulations to Greg Gourley (Tuggeranong) who was named NSW and 
National Coach of the Year for 2019. Greg has also been awarded NSW 
Coach of the Year for 2020. 
 
Training resumed for many clubs around August following COVID guidelines. 
Swimmers’ participation in Masters was aided through the promotion of virtual 
meets, small mini meets, postal swims and endurance sessions. 
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The coaching objective has been to keep our coaches and members engaged 
and motivated through regular communication via emails and Monthly News. 
It has also been an opportunity for coaches to develop their coaching 
knowledge through online resources.  
 
 MSA Return to Swimming Program (written by Greg Gourley, with input from 
Di Coxon-Ellis and Anne Smyth) was an excellent resource for many clubs in 
encouraging swimmers back in the water, regain fitness and motivation with 
goal setting. 
 
Prior to COVID, 2 swim clinics (Starts and Turns) were held in Sydney and 
Canberra run by Peter Johnston (Merrylands) and the Tuggeranong Coaching 
Team. 
 
Online Coaching Forums were instigated late in 2020 (by Peter McGee) with a 
positive response from coaches. These are continuing into 2021. 
 
Freestyle Clinics were run by Mitch Patterson in November and December in 
both Sydney and Country areas for swimmers and were very successful, with 
more organised for 2021. 
 
We reiterate our thanks to Jillian in the office for her brilliant support making 
everything 
work seamlessly. 
 
Also thanks to Kerryn and the Board of MSNSW. Plus the National staff – 
GM Sarah and admin Kath for their fabulous support too, especially during the 
COVID times. 
 
 
Anne Smyth and Di Coxon-Ellis 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Masters Swimming NSW is proud to receive continued sponsorship 

from Dooleys Lidcombe https://www.dooleys.com/lidcombe 
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MEET DIRECTOR’S REPORT 2020 
 
 
2020 was to be our special year, we got so close to showing the rest of 
Australia and some overseas swimmers how well we run a meet, to the point 
of having most of the rosters complete, the program ready for the printers, the 
merchandise about to be ordered, our meetings had begun with SOPAC to 
talk about the finer parts of the meet, and we all know what happened next! 
 
My thanks to everyone who was involved with organising the Nationals to that 
point, and the exciting news is we will do it all again next year 2022, we have 
done most of the hard work but it would be great to have a few more hands to 
help, if you feel you can contribute please contact Jillian or myself. 
 
Clubs were disrupted in different ways during 2020, some were able to get 
back into the water as soon as lockdown ended, others took longer and some 
are still affected. Congratulations to those clubs who stayed in contact with 
their members and held zoom meetings to keep in contact- well done so good 
to hear everyone was looking after each other. 
 
Due to the disruption, we did not hold any State meets during the year. 
Nationals was to be the first meet, and we were only just getting back in the 
water around the time of the Relay meet and no one had really worked out 
COVID plans at that time. The ACT took longer to open their pools than NSW 
so our Canberra members were out of the water longer than they had hoped, 
and as no one had had any racing during the year, it was decided that Short 
Course would not be held. 
 
Once pools and organisations had thought through COVID planning we 
started thinking about returning to racing and organised “Back to the Future” 
meets, knowing that things could change any minute and they may not go 
ahead as planned. 
 
Our first two scheduled meets Back to the Future 1 and 2 (at Ryde and 
Woy Woy) were cancelled when “outbreaks” occurred but we managed our 
first meet “Back to the Future 3” on October 18th at Knox school pool. It was 
so lovely to see people again, and even though the times were not great, it 
was such an achievement to get back to racing after such a long break. 
 
Back to the Future 4 was at Ryde, 5 at Auburn and 6 at West Pymble. Thanks 
to all the officials who put up their hand for these events late in the year, and a 
special thanks to everyone who adapted so well to our “COVID safe” no 
marshalling. We now check start all events and rely on swimmers to be at the 
blocks for their event- and it is working so well, only 1 swimmer has missed 
his event so far. 
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MSNSW is indebted to Mark Hepple who used the lock down time to invent a 
MSNSW app, which allows swimmers to check in for their upcoming event, 
allows you to scratch from a race if you wish, gives you your heat and lane for 
each meet and displays live results so there is no need to display results on 
the walls at meets. Presently Mark is working on allowing race secretaries to 
enter relays through the app. 
 
In addition to this we ran a couple of virtual meets during lockdown, including 
such fun events as cleaning out your swim bag and contacting your mates to 
check on their wellbeing. 
 
It may have been a lean year in the pool but it was certainly an innovative 
year for our team—congratulations everyone for keeping together and 
maintaining the friendships through hard times. 
 
 
Jane Noake 
Meet Director 
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ENDURANCE RECORDER’S REPORT 2020 
 
 
As Covid impacted pool availability and an 
equitable opportunity to organise swims in 
each State, the 2020 e1000 Program 
awards was modified, (no national awards 
nor individual awards). 
 
However, for those swimmers who were 
lucky enough and determined to do as 
many swims as possible, the results are as 
follows: 
 
For the e1000 highest points scoring clubs, 
it was Campbelltown that again came out 
tops. Blacktown stepped up a place to 
gain second spot (and accrued more points 
than last year!). Tuggeranong featured 
again in the top ranks achieving third place. 
(Refer points table below). 
 
 There were 35 NSW clubs with 

members who swam applicable e1000 
swims (7 less than last year). 

 
 The total of all points accrued for these 

clubs was 54331, (last year it was 
78950).  

 
 Total participants = 308, (last year it was 

452).  
 
 Gender distribution of e1000 

participants:  
Females = 179, Men = 128. (Last year, 
there were 251 females and 201 males). 

 
 Age group with highest number of 

participants continues to be the 60-64 
year age group. 
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Congrats to all Clubs and individuals who 
embraced e1000 in these difficult times. 
 
Bring on 2021 and a full year of swimming! 
 

 

 
 
Jenny Whiteley 
e1000 Recorder 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Masters Swimming NSW is proud to receive continued sponsorship 

from Dooleys Lidcombe https://www.dooleys.com/lidcombe 

 



31 
 

RECORDS RECORDER’S REPORT 2020 
 
 
Branch Records 
 
2020 saw 16 individual branch records made or broken and 7 relay records 
achieved. 
 
Gender split saw 7 going to women and 9 to men. 
 
All records were attained in long course pools. 
 
The spread across the age groups looked like this: 
30-34 4 
45-49 5 
60-64 1 
65-69 1 
75-79 3 
80-84 2 
 
The strokes were: 
6 in Backstroke 
7 in Breaststroke 
3 in Butterfly 
 
 
 
Lastly a look at what distances were popular with record breakers in 2020: 
1  x  50m 
1  x  100m 
1  x  200m 
7  x  400m 
3  x  800m 
3  x  1500m 
 
 
Relay Teams 
 
Wett Ones 72-119  4 x 100m  Freestyle  men  LC 
Wett Ones 72-119  4 x 100m  Medley  men  LC 
Wett Ones 120-159  4 x 100m  Freestyle  men  LC 
Wett Ones 120-159  4 x 200m  Freestyle  men  LC Time 11:53.39 
Wett Ones 120-159  4 x 200m  Freestyle  men  LC Time 08:50.58 
Wett Ones 160-199 4 x 100m  Medley men  LC 
Wett Ones 200-239 4 x 200m  Freestyle men  LC 
 
 
Jillian Pateman 
Records Recorder 
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TECHNICAL DIRECTOR’S REPORT 2020 
 
 
2020 a year we’ll always remember but would rather forget! 
 
The year started well with no hint of the havoc that was about to be inflicted on 
our lives. Preparations were well under way for the Sydney Nationals and 
technical officials were preparing themselves for the competition. Then, 
everything changed! 
 
With no official carnivals I have no technical details to report on and the only 
communication I received was:- 
 
Masters Swimming Australia - Swimwear Rules 2020 
 
All referees received this and I’ve only included the relevant section below, as 
reading through the 6 pages the only difference we could see was the note at the 
end has now made particular reference to watches & stipulated that they are all 
considered to be pacemaking devices. This means don’t wear any watch when 
competing otherwise you will be disqualified! Also clarification has been given 
about the wearing of jewellery; which is permitted, unless you are swimming two 
to a lane. Hopefully common sense will dictate what is meant by basic jewellery! 
 
MSA Swimming Rule 
 
SW 10.8M No swimmer shall be permitted to use or wear any device or swimsuit 
that may aid their speed, buoyancy or endurance during a competition (such as 
webbed gloves, flippers, fins, power bands, or adhesive substances, etc.). 
Goggles may be worn. Any kind of tape on the body is not permitted unless 
approved by the referee. 
 
SW 10.16 No pace-making shall be permitted, nor may any device be used or 
plan adopted which has that effect. 
 
Note: This prohibits taping of the body (except where approved by the Meet 
Referee) and the wearing of readily removable additional items, like arm 
bands or leg bands including wristwatches. As it is difficult to easily 
determine the functions on any particular watch / fitbit /powerband etc. all 
are deemed to be pacing devices. Basic jewellery need not be removed for 
pool events unless swimming two swimmers to a lane. 
 
As we return to competition in 2021, with swimmers having to adapt to different 
routines & procedures at carnivals, I hope we can move forward in the spirit of 
fitness, friendship and fun and show patience & understanding as swimmers 
try to adapt to our new normal.  
 
 
Marilyn Earp 
Technical Director 
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TRAINING COORDINATOR’S REPORT 2020 
 
 
COVID-19 managed to turn our world upside down but, MSNSW has a total of 
370 qualified officials 7 (timekeepers) more than 2019. Congratulations to the 
officials who gained their accreditation and re-accreditation in 2020.  
 
There were two courses offered late in November in 2020 and these were 
conducted through Zoom. Thank you, Jillian Pateman, for your help and 
support with these. Zoom is the way of the future for conducting courses and I 
will continue to do this. 
 
Many officials leave it to the last minute to re-accredit so they can officiate at 
their club swim meet. This behaviour needs to change. To make it easy for 
Officials to re-accredit each year I conduct several re-accreditation workshops 
for one official position. This then brings officials on to the one timeline; this 
keeps everyone current plus officials do not need to keep track of their         
re-accreditation dates. Officials need to remember their E-Certificate has an 
expiry date and a Technical ID number. Remember re-accreditation very four 
years (only takes one hour of your time) is the FINA rule that we must follow 
through to maintain our currency and professionalism.  
 
Thank you to MSNSW board for your support, Jillian Pateman, State 
Administrator and Marilyn Earp, Technical Director for their many hours of 
work during 2020. All are valued members of MSNSW. 
 
My usual parting statement: all swimmers should consider becoming an 
official. Without officials, swim meets would not be conducted in a professional 
manner allowing every swimmer the opportunity to swim to the best of their 
ability. Friends and partners of swimmers make wonderful officials.  
 
Bring on 2021. 
 
 

Current Qualified Officials 2020 (Please note some officials are accredited in multiple positions) 
Officials 

Female 
Metro 

Male 
Metro 

Female 
Country 

Male 
Country 

Total 

Referees 7 4 3 4 18 
Inspectors of Turns 6 4 7 3 20 
Judge of Strokes 0 0 0 1 1 
Starters 5 9 1 5 20 
Marshals Check Starters/Clerk of Course 9 9 16 3 37 
Chief Timekeepers 5 9 3 8 25 
Timekeepers 96 61 68 27 252 
Total 128 96 98 51  
Total Metro/Country 219 149 
Total Officials 2020 370 
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Officials Positions Accredited in 2020 
Timekeepers 7 
Chief Timekeepers 0 
Marshal/Check Starter/Clerk of Course 0 
Starter 0 
Inspector of Turns 0 
Judge of Strokes 0 
Referee 0 

Please note some candidates accredited in multiple positions. 

 
 

Courses Number of Courses 
Candidates in 

2020 
Timekeepers 
(individual clubs can conduct TK courses) 0 0 

Chief Timekeepers 0 1 
Marshal/Check Starter/Clerk of Course 0 0 
Starter 0 0 
Inspector of Turns 0 1 
Judge of Strokes 0 0 
Referee 0 0 
 
 

Coordinators: Presenters: 
Diane Partridge Diane Partridge 
 
 
Diane Partridge 
Training Coordinator 
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MEETINGS 2020 
 
 
MSNSW Branch at National Meetings 
 
During 2020 Jon Hawton, as Branch Delegate, attended both the National 
Annual General Meeting and the Spring General Meeting. 
 
In August 2020 Jillian Pateman attended National Branch Administrators’ 
meetings via Zoom. 
 
MSNSW Board 
 
The Board of Masters Swimming NSW met on ten occasions during 2020 
either via Zoom or at Sports House, Sydney Olympic Park including the 
Annual General Meeting.  
 
The attendance at these meetings was as follows: 
 

Name Position Attended Apologies Possible 
Kerryn Blanch President  10 0 10 
Tony Tooher Outgoing Vice President 4 1 5 
David Loader Vice President 10 0 10 
Lawrence Powderly Board member/Vice President, Country 9 1 10 
Paul Bailey Treasurer  7 2 9 
Jon Hawton Board member  9 1 10 
Diana Watts Outgoing Board member  4 1 5 
Lesley Potter Board member 4 2 6 
Mark McDonald Board member 6 0 6 
Jillian Pateman Administrator/ Minute taker 10 0 10 

 
Annual General Meeting 
 
This was held both via Zoom and in person in the Lachlan & Murray rooms at 
Sports House, Sydney Olympic Park on 27 June 2020 and was attended by the 
Board, nineteen delegates from Member Clubs and twelve registered persons, 
including four Life Members. 
 
Apologies were received from eight registered persons and four clubs. 
 
Bonus Meetings 
 
Due to the nature of 2020 many more meetings were conducted through the 
power of Zoom and these included several Country Club meetings, hosted by 
Lawrence Powderly, and a Club Registrar meeting for updating skills and 
training. 
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CLUB MEMBERSHIP 2020 
 

CLUBS 2019 2020 
Armidale AUSSI Masters Swimming Club 20 17 
Bidgee Masters Swimming Club 9 7 
Blacktown City Masters Swimming 45 32 
Blue Mountains Phoenix Masters Swimming 23 16 
Bushrangers 10 22 
Campbelltown Collegians AUSSI MSC Inc 35 34 
Castle Hill RSL Masters Swimming Club 6 6 
Cessnock Masters Swimming Inc 29 31 
Clarence River Masters Swimming 67 69 
Coffs Harbour Masters Swimming Inc 20 19 
Coogee-Randwick Master Swimmers Inc 19 25 
Dubbo Redfin AUSSI Masters Swimming Club 3 5 
Ettalong Pelicans Swimming Club Inc 21 21 
Ginninderra Masters Swim Club 11 8 
Gosford City Seagulls AUSSI Masters 10 8 
Hills Masters Swimming Inc 20 18 
Lake Macquarie Crocs Masters Swimming In 17 14 
Lane Cove Masters Inc 15 15 
Maitland AUSSI Masters 27 15 
Manly Masters Swimming Club Inc 74 72 
Merrylands Swimming Club 13 11 
Molonglo Water Dragons 57 50 
Myall Masters Swimming Club 58 59 
Nelson Bay 3 2 
North Shore Masters Swimming Club 21 20 
North Sydney Masters Swimming Club Inc 95 80 
Novocastrian Masters Swimming Inc 28 22 
Oak Flats AUSSI Masters Inc 9 7 
Penrith AUSSI Masters Swimming Inc 15 8 
Port Macquarie Masters Swimming Club Inc 39 38 
Raymond Terrace AUSSI Masters Swim Club 7 7 
Ryde AUSSI Masters Swimmers (RAMS) Inc 59 65 
Sapphire Coast Stingrays Inc 16 26 
Seaside Pirates Inc 42 47 
Singleton Masters Swimming Club 4 4 
St George Masters Swim Club Inc 26 25 
Sutherland Sandbern Masters Swim Club Inc 19 18 
Tattersalls Club Swimming 23 13 
Trinity AUSSI Masters Swim Club 42 35 
Tuggeranong Masters Swimming ACT 91 78 
Warringah Masters Swimming Inc 92 88 
Wests Auburn Masters Swimming Club Inc 12 13 
Wett Ones Swimming Club Inc 174 183 
Wollongong Masters Swimming Inc 21 19 
Wyong Wobbygongs Swimming Club 12 9 
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   Armidale AUSSI Masters 
          Swimming Club 

 
Annual Report 2020 

 
 
January 2020 commenced with drought breaking rain transforming the 
Northern Tablelands and the nearby Northern Rivers regions, and bringing a 
renewed sense of optimism. Water restrictions began to ease and there was a 
feeling that life was returning to normal. Armidale Masters Swimming met as 
usual at the local outdoor pool (Monkton Swimming Centre) on Sundays at 
9.00am with members making their own arrangements for mid-week swims. 
Some members participated in the annual Cole Classic in Manly at the 
beginning of February in both the 1.0km and 2.0km events. 
 
The COVID-19 lockdown in March brought an immediate end to swimming, 
with the Monkton and TAS (The Armidale School) pools closing. The opening 
of the University of New England (UNE) pool, closed for 2 years for a 
complete refurbishment, was no sooner announced when the lockdown 
precluded this from occurring. Further frustrating swimmers, lockdown 
prohibited locals from travelling to the nearby beaches of the North Coast. 
These beaches never see the numbers associated with city beaches and as 
winter approached social distancing would never have been an issue. 
Regardless, as winter frost and occasional snow began to chill Armidale the 
possibility of some warm weather, an ocean swim or a surfing session would 
remain off limits. 
 
Despite the disappointments that COVID wrought from a swimming 
perspective, Armidale like most rural areas, enabled a relatively normal 
lifestyle. Once the panic buying of toilet paper and staples subsided many 
aspects of life continued normally. Restaurants, cafes and pubs remained 
closed or severely restricted but there were few of the difficulties experienced 
by city dwellers as seen on the nightly news. The country byways around 
Armidale were as quiet as ever and those of us that run and cycle were able 
to keep our cardio fitness up.  We were, nonetheless, quite aware how much 
our swimming fitness was declining by the week and wondered what our first 
sessions in the pool would be like when that day finally arrived. 
 
As restrictions eased the UNE pool opened to members, with sessions limited 
to online bookings and various precautions in place to maintain hygiene. Yet 
we had a lovely new pool to swim in and we were extremely grateful. A 
novelty was the newly opened-up western wall, which with its extensive 
glazing provided some members with a view of falling snow as they swam 
their laps. As the usual winter venue of TAS pool remained closed, some 
Armidale Masters members who were not already members of Sport UNE 
joined in order to return to swimming. Additionally, once restrictions on travel 
to the coast were removed the opportunity for some beach time were greatly 
appreciated. 
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Armidale Masters Swimming Association 

 
 
By the commencement of the outdoor swimming season in October the 
Monkton pool was available to members and the difficulties of the preceding 
months were behind us. Member numbers remained as before and after a few 
rusty laps most members were swimming as well as ever. 
 
While COVID-19 remains a threat to public health the pandemic has reminded 
Armidale Masters of the many benefits of regional living. There has been no 
community transmission in our region, and social distancing and hand 
sanitising are a minor inconvenience most are happy to bear. We have access 
to good facilities and it is easy to remain fit, active and healthy. Life here is 
good compared to much of the world. We have every reason to expect 2021 
will be a great year for us as Masters swimmers, and in our lives generally. 
 
 
Stephen Phelps 
President 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Masters Swimming NSW is proud to receive continued sponsorship 

from Dooleys Lidcombe https://www.dooleys.com/lidcombe 
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Bidgee Masters Swimming Club 

 
                     Annual Report 2020 

 
 
Having been elected to take over as president from Brian, who was such a 
fabulous president, I was nervous to say the least. Big shoes to fill. Thank 
you, Brian for your dedication and humour during the years that you were 
president. I hope stepping down has given you a week-earned break and time 
to recover. We hope to see you swimming more again next year. 
 
This year has been pretty disappointing as far as getting together for training 
due to COVID. Although we were only able to travel early in the year – 
causing us to miss a swim or two – as some of use were lucky enough to do, 
we missed a good three months due to the pool closure. Then, following the 
opening of the centre again, coming together has not been easy for us all. I 
have missed the camaraderie and the dinners together. 
 
It has also meant that I have not really had any duties as president – only an 
attempted Zoom meeting for the AGM for Aussi Masters. Not being terribly 
good at things internet, I couldn’t work out how to stay in the meeting (but I did 
manage to keep my microphone off!). I gave up eventually and missed most 
of what was going on and so have nothing to report. 
 
Hopefully 2021 will be a better year for us all with regards to our swimming. 
Have a merry Christmas and I wish everyone good health and plenty of time 
in the pool for 2021. 
 
 
Nancy Cauduro 
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BLACKTOWN CITY MASTERS SWIMMING 
 

Annual Report 2020 
 
 
Well, 2020 would have to go down as a memorable year for all the wrong 
reasons for Masters Swimming in general I guess, and for our club as most 
others. 
 
The pandemic had a massive effect earlier on in the year, with pool closures 
across the board and as a result, not much swimming done by many of us and 
group squad training sessions were certainly out the question. 
 
I guess the one positive was that many of us sought about doing some other 
form of training to try and keep us fit, whether that be personal workouts at 
home, bike riding, running and walking, surf swimming where possible etc. 
 
We all know though that swimming fitness is a bit different to nearly everything 
else, and when we were eventually able to get back into the pool it certainly 
took some time to get back into some sort of swim fitness which was to be 
expected. 
 
When restrictions eventually did ease, we were pleasantly surprised at the 
level of attendance and participation at our usual Tuesday and Thursday night 
squad sessions. Pretty soon we were back up to the usual numbers, and soon 
after that we were even having new swimmers and potential members coming 
along which is a positive thing for Masters Swimming considering what was 
going on in the world. 
 
Numbers in the club have remained steady, with a few new members joining 
whilst some have drifted off which was what was expected. 
 
With the normal carnivals generally being a non-event for 2020, one of the 
club’s main focus was the participation in the E-1000 program, where we had 
an impressive 7 members complete the entire program which has been our 
best result to date. Many thanks to Megan and Mark for getting the troops 
motivated for this and keeping on their backs until they had completed the 
arduous program! 
 
We continue to receive the support of the Blacktown Council and BAC, 
offering us free lane hire for our normal squad night sessions. The BAC was 
also generous enough to offer us lane space on weekends for those 
participating in the E-1000 program which was greatly appreciated. We hope 
to again offer a BPS CARNIVAL at the BAC in 2021 if at all possible. 
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Blacktown City Masters Swimming Incorporated 

 
 
Coaching has mainly been provided again by our wonderful Aaron Cleland, 
who has done a wonderful job with the programming. Our one challenge has 
been being able to offer a coach on pool deck during training nights to assist 
the new swimmers/members. 
 
Let’s hope that 2021 will be a much better year with more to report on. 
 
Thanks & regards, 
 
 
Scott Hay 
President 
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BBlluuee  MMoouunnttaaiinnss  PPhhooeenniixx 

 

Adult Swimming Club 
30 Coolabah Rd, Valley Heights NSW 2777 

Nerida Murray 4751 3422 — Sue Wiles 4757 1065 — Kathy Dobson 4782 3947 
 

Annual Report 2020 
 
 
Blue Mountains Phoenix commenced the year with 16 members. The year 
commenced like previous years, a calendar full of BPS carnivals, state and 
national carnivals, Vorgee endurance swims and training with fellow 
swimmers. However, the Covid pandemic and the associated lock downs, 
restrictions and social distancing forced the year 2020 to play out extremely 
different to the way the year was initially envisaged. 
 
The swimming year commenced with the Campbelltown BPS, with several 
Phoenix members competing. The Merrylands sprint carnival and then the 
Cessnock BPS followed with several Phoenix members also competing. A 
small number of members participated in several ocean swims during the 
early part of the year.  
 
Like other NSW Masters clubs, the upcoming Nationals to be held in Sydney 
were to be a highlight of the 2020 swimming calendar for Phoenix members. 
However, the Nationals were postponed until September in response to the 
Covid 19 pandemic. Unfortunately, the Nationals which were to be held in 
September were also cancelled, as were all 2020 Masters Swimming National 
Series events. 
 
The lockdown in NSW from March to late May meant that all scheduled 
carnivals during this time were also cancelled. During this time, with the 
closure of public pools and limits to travel distance, many members faced a 
long time without swimming – something we were not accustomed to! 
Furthermore, in response to Covid, the BPS series was cancelled for the year. 
 
Phoenix members participated in a variety of virtual events throughout the 
year. These included virtual dry land challenges – to compensate for missed 
swims during lockdown, as well as virtual swim meets once we could get back 
to the pool. The ‘back to the future’ events enabled swimmers to compete with 
one another and other clubs in a ‘virtual manner’, with club members timing 
each other’s swims. Nerida was paramount in organising these swims, with 
the additional benefit of being able to use the diving blocks for the events. 
Each of the back to the future swims were represented by Phoenix members, 
with special mention to Jillian and Sue who participated in all of the virtual 
carnivals. 
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Blue Mountains Phoenix Adult Swimming Club 

 
 
Despite the challenges posed throughout the year, eight members 
participated in the Vorgee e-1000. Robin, Lyndall and Jillian completed the 
62 swims which make up the series – an impressive achievement given the 
obstacles presented throughout the year.  
 
Jillian was successful in securing a $1000 grant as part of the Community 
Sport Recovery Package from the NSW Government in response to the 
disruption to community-based sports throughout the Covid lockdown. The 
funds enabled members to participate in several yoga classes, giving the 
members a chance to reconnect with one another whilst enjoying the benefits 
of yoga.  
 
The final event of the year was the Women’s only twilight meet at Auburn, 
where Phoenix was represented by Jennifer Launt and Jillian. This was an 
actual event, rather than a ‘virtual’ event.  
 
Masters NSW offered masters members the opportunity to participate in a 
freestyle coaching clinic by Mitch Patterson at a discounted rate. Sally and 
Jennifer Launt attended the clinic at Auburn.  
 
Although 2020 was a challenging year due to Covid 19, with all aspects of life 
impacted, Blue Mountains Phoenix members remain connected and 
committed to swimming and fitness. Connection with members was 
maintained throughout the year, and even during the lockdown through 
frequent emails to remain connected. A special thank you to Nerida who 
initiated much of this connection throughout the year. 2020 was definitely a 
different year in terms of masters swimming, however the motto ‘fitness, 
friendship, fun’ was especially fitting. Phoenix members proved to be resilient 
and motivated to ensure that fitness, friendship and fun remains paramount 
within their club, despite and in spite of the circumstances. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has made Blue Mountains Phoenix the wonderful 
club that it is. 
 
 
Jenny Banks 
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Clarence River Masters Swimming Club 
 

Annual Report 2020 
 
 
At the time of this report we have 69 members. 
 
We started this year well with very good numbers attending our training 
sessions. 
 
We also started the year with discussion on our annual carnival format and 
how we could simplify the weekend. We made the decision in January to run a 
two day carnival but with changes to lesson our workload. 
 
Then covid hit!!!! Our pools closed. 
 
Obviously our June carnival was a casualty along with many carnivals in 
Australia. 
 
As the club went through lock down and self isolation times we kept in contact 
with members with emails and phone calls, to keep spirits up and 
encouragement to stay fit. 
 
Finally in August, we met and discussed pool opening and commencement of 
training. 
 
Our covid plan was implemented at both pools. Sessions started again in 
September and a good number of members started swimming. 
 
My report always has a Branch Point score update. We are still ranked in 
Division 3, but have not had any increase in points due to very unsettled year. 
 
We were very lucky to get our Turtle Postal Swims done and two swimmers 
have nearly completed the Hills Postal Swims and these will be recorded in 
our point score, so we may have a slight increase!! 
 
Our club did some resistant training sessions, under the guidance of a 
physiotherapist, and this was well attended. 
 
We have not had many social events this year because of restrictions. We will 
be holding our annual breakfast , next week, and this is always well attended 
and will be a good catch up. We have approximately 50 members attending. 
 
We continue to give back to members by having our coaches accredited and 
up to date with changes. 
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Clarence River Masters Swimming Club 

 
 
We purchased 4 white boards for coaches to use in training sessions. We also 
have a small gift to give members attending the breakfast, as a small thank 
you for staying with the club during these strange times. 
 
Thanks to coaches and volunteers who help in any way to make this club run 
smoothly. 
 
I personally would thank everyone for being patient in these difficult times and 
for staying enthusiastic, fit, friendly and happy members that this club is well 
known for. 
 
Merry Christmas to you all and lets all look forward to 2021! 
 
 
Jane Lawrence 
President 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Masters Swimming NSW is proud to receive continued sponsorship 

from Dooleys Lidcombe https://www.dooleys.com/lidcombe 
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Coffs Harbour Masters Swimming Club 
 

Annual Report 2020 
 
 
To say it has been a year like no other is an understatement. The world has been 
on a rollercoaster since March due to Covid-19, disrupting our daily lives and 
routines. Although our local pools were shut down, many of our members 
continued to swim in some capacity at local beaches and tidal pools. It was a 
challenge for everyone to try to stay fit during the early part of the year but what a 
relief when the pools finally reopened. Our club was particularly lucky with the 
Coffs Aquatic Centre offering five adult squads a week giving our members plenty 
to choose from. 
 
Many had high hopes for this year with the Nationals planned for Sydney which 
inevitably got cancelled along with most other NSW competitions, as well as the 
Pan Pacific Masters Games on the Gold Coast. This meant that members 
needed to refocus and reassess their swimming for 2020. Some threw 
themselves into the squad sessions to regain fitness, others took more to ocean 
swimming and some focused on the Endurance 1000 program. Some of our 
members have struggled with health issues this year which were made more 
difficult due to Covid-19 and prevented them from participating in club activities. 
The opportunity for members to get together this year has been limited but we all 
look forward to our end of year function on the Jetty Foreshores. 
 
Our club would not function without people willing to perform the various roles 
within the club. I thank you on behalf of all members. 
 
2020 Committee 
 President: Leanne Da Costa 
 Vice President: Anthea Barnfield 
 Secretary: Julie Collins 
 Treasurer: Rose Jeff 
 Committee Members: Hilary Young, Jamie Marschke and Diane Bridgewater 

 
Other Club Positions 2020 
 Coach: Casual Vacancy 
 Endurance Program Coordinator: Leanne Da Costa 
 Public Officer: Leanne Da Costa 
 Publicity Coordinator: Grant Da Costa 
 Race Secretary: Julie Collins 
 Recorder: Leanne Da Costa 
 Registrar: Leanne Da Costa 
 Safety Coordinator: Kathy Wirihana 
 Social Coordinator: Lorraine Booth 
 Social Media Coordinator: Leanne Da Costa 
 Webmaster: Leanne Da Costa 



47 
 

Coffs Harbour Masters Swimming Club 

 
 
I would like to thank Julie Collins our secretary for keeping us updated throughout 
the year and wish her all the best for 2021 where she will be taking a break from 
Masters swimming, we will miss you. If anyone is interested in filling the role of 
Secretary or Race secretary in 2021 please let me know so we can organise a 
handover. Lorraine Booth our Social Coordinator has a flair for anything social 
and has our thanks for organising our get togethers. A special thanks to 
Kathy Wirrihana our safety coordinator who organised and conducted a number 
of training sessions on our defibrillator at the Coffs Aquatic Centre. 
 
Last but not least we are very fortunate to have Danny Kollen continue to sponsor 
our club by way of free pool access every year. Without this, Saturday club swims 
would not be possible nor participation in the Endurance Program. 
 
I wish all our members a very happy festive season and hope to see you back in 
the pool in 2021. 
 
 
Leanne Da Costa 
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Pat Thomas – GSC Masters Representative 
Mobile 040 8336367 
MASTERS REPORT 
 

Annual Report 2020 
 
 
As with all clubs. 2020 was a difficult year with the closure of our pool and the 
social distancing on reopening of the centre. On the upside, the GSC home 
pool located in Belconnen was able to be renovated during this time which 
included renovating the pool and surrounds. There was also new starting 
blocks installed and we have experienced better pool water quality and 
visibility during our sessions. 
 
GSC Masters have been getting many more numbers to training sometimes 
up to 18 swimmers in a single session. We have noticed however there is still 
a lag with our swimmers stepping up to join Masters Swimming as GSC 
Members. This was partly due to no competition being available however we 
are hoping to build on our club with more representation at local, State and 
National meets through 2021. 
 
The club has a good mix of male, female and ages across the training group. 
Some of our swimmers have come across after finishing as open swimmers. 
This has been a welcome change for them as the social and general fitness 
aspects of the swimming becomes more important as they move into the 
workforce with limited time to train. 
 
Jim Fowlie is still our head coach and has been a great mentor and inspiration 
for all of our swimmers. We also have a number of other coaches who fill this 
role through any week. 
 
GSC Masters are looking forward to a good 2021 and hope to see everyone at 
State and Nationals this year with a strong group and welcome any new 
members who would like to try out and become part of our team. 
 
 
Pat Thomas 
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Hills Masters Swimming Inc. 
 

Annual Report 2020 
 
 
Hills numbers are still dropping with only 17 members in 2020 – maybe we can blame 
Coronavirus? Our official Club training session is Tuesday 7pm at Galston Aquatic 
Centre with GAC coach Debra Francia. Thanks to GAC Management & staff for their 
flexibility since the Covid reopening on July 7. We have maintained a steady base of 
swimmers at most sessions under our Covid 19 Safety plan. All swimmers have complied 
with the completion of the mandatory questionnaire prior to their return to the pool and fill 
in the attendance sheet and scan in each week Social distancing is maintained and most 
completed some endurance swims during the year. Only our Race Night was affected as 
we must vacate the pool by 8pm now so have no time to race! How ironic! 
 
Needless to say Covid-19 minimised representation at swim meets on the MSNSW 
calendar – no Hills members swam at the first four BPS meets of the year or the four 
‘Back To The Future’ meets at the end of 2020. 
 
However, four members swam in the Virtual Meet in September 2020 winning the 
Average Pointscore with 274 swim points and 50 bonus points for the video. Hills came 
8th in the overall pointscore from 16 clubs. Well done to Sarnia Rusbridge; Kim Chapman; 
Jim Walker and Tony Howe for their participation. 
 
Our online postal swim “Swimming up Hills” [SUH] ran this year for 5 months, not the 
usual three, from 1 August through to 31 December with the intention to attract more 
participants who couldn’t compete at meets. Well, that didn’t work, as we only attracted 
25 entries! Neither did the awesome black T-shirt by Scott of Krunch Designs. So Hills 
has decided NOT to run the postal swim in 2021. 
 
SUH stats for 2020: 25 entries compared with recent year’s figures - 12 in 2015, 22 in 
2016 and 36 in 2017; 49 – 2018 and 36 in 2019. 
 
Gender: 7 Male and 18 female  
Age groups:  35-39 – 1;     45-49 – 2;     50-54 – 3;     55-59 – 9; 
 60-64 – 2;     65-69 – 4;     70-74 – 2;     75 -79 – 2. 
States:  ACT – 7; NSW – 10;  QLD – 3;  VIC – 3;  WA – 2. 
 
Once again thanks to Mark Hepple for his great work in certificate production and results. 
Thanks to Lorraine Mooring and Janet Shearer for assisting Di Coxon-Ellis with the 
admin work of printing, posting and handling! 
 
Hills did not plan a BPS Meet for 2020 (it undoubtedly would have been cancelled!). 
 
Glenorie RSL Club remains our major sponsor for the first half of the year but Covid 
meant that the 2020/21 financial year downturn cut our sponsorship. 
 
Hills still held a few meetings at the RSL, usually combined with dinner and Covid safely, 
of course. It was the venue for our AGM in February and December Christmas meeting 
and party. 
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Hills Masters Swimming Inc. 

 
 
Hills say thanks to the following hard workers:  
 
 President Di Coxon-Ellis also Fitness Director/ Registrar/Meet Director. Di stood 

down as MSNSW Coaching Director in 2020 but took on the role as Chair on the 
National Coaching Committee, Di officiated at only one meet during 2020 
(Merrylands). Di was also our Safety Officer ploughing through the training in Safety 
Infection Control and the paperwork resulting from Covid-19; 

 Tony Howe as Secretary/ Minutes Secretary/ Race Secretary and assistant Safety 
Officer;  

 Treasurer Kim Chapman does our books with the amazing assistance of 
Melita Sutton; 

 Mark Hepple did an amazing job for MSNSW in 2020 setting up virtual swims and 
overseeing the postal swim.  

 Sarnia Rusbridge records our Endurance Swims and race nights.  
 Jim Walker organises our social occasions. 
 Lorraine Mooring assists with publicity. 
 The Shearers - Janet Club Captain welcoming new members, Freya & Sam look 

after our social media page. 
 Debra Francia our Coach inspires new swimmers to join masters and is a great 

advocate for our club.  
 
One down side for the year was the loss of our nonagenarian Marg Davey on June 20. 
Marg was a member until end 2019 when the awful signs of dementia took hold. Covid 
restrictions made her life miserable when her beloved family and doggie Lucy were 
unable to visit as regularly and no Hugs! As we were a major part of Marg’s life, three of 
us - Janet, Colvin and Di - were honoured to be invited to the funeral with Covid-restricted 
numbers. We photographed the table covered with her incredible amount of medals – 
from World Masters Games to National AUSSI medals. There we were able to say 
farewell to an amazing lady with incredible tenacity and dedication to whatever she 
wanted to achieve. RIP Marg. 
 

                     
 
 
We sincerely thank our major sponsor Glenorie RSL and also Glenorie Woolworths’ 
contribution to our annual awards (Glenorie store). 
 
Hills Masters Club again thanks Jillian in the MSNSW office plus the Board of 
Management and all the volunteers, all of whom saw us through these trying times. 
 
Thanks also the admin and volunteers of Masters Swimming Australia for their 
contribution in 2020, keeping us informed and mentally healthy. 
 
 
Tony Howe & Di Coxon-Ellis  
Secretary & President 
 
 



51 
 

 
 

Manly Masters Swimming Club Inc. 
 

Annual Report 2020 
 
 
COVID made 2020 a terrible year from a competition point of view and also 
even from a social interaction point of view which made Sonja and Steve’s job 
very challenging. It was very pleasing to see we had a successful intra Club 
meet and our usual wonderful Time Trials coordinated by Gloria. In addition, 
this year we established slightly more formally the MOGgies (Manly Ocean 
Group) which has 34 participants and has been one wonderful way for 
members to keep, or begin swimming in the ocean, maintaining our 
community while various lockdowns challenged us. Thanks to Abel who ran a 
“fun day” for the ocean swimmers. 
 
Thanks to Deb Thackeray who coordinated a Turtle Swim, one of the few 
events that happened after March 2020. Despite this strange year you can 
see from our Honours List prepared by Gloria that we continue to fare well in 
both NSW and Australian top tens’ for 2020. Congratulations to all who made 
the list. 
 
Our Facebook page and Gmail address have been revamped over the last 
year and we have had twelve new members join over the last twelve months 
which is wonderful. We have had 11 members not renew, maintaining 
membership in 2021 very similar to last year at 64. This nowhere near 
matches our boom times of say 2000 when we had 124 members. Based on 
the Masters NSW Annual Report in 2019 we remain one of the larger Masters 
Club in NSW so still a major force. 
 
We had our Coach Mark Bemer leave us early in 2020 and have been lucky to 
have volunteer coaches for much of the year and I would like to personally 
thank all those who helped out, including Julie, Dawn, Marie, Greg T, Abel, 
Helen, Steve and Tony. 
 
We now have a new coach, Alec Sheerlock and as he is working with Julie on 
developing much more structured training builds to our key competitions 
something that we did not do during 2020 for COVID reasons. I believe that 
this is important and provides a target for our swimming beyond the weekly 
squad. 
 
We have maintained our Squad Training on a Sunday morning in the 25 metre 
pool augmented by one lane in the 50 metre pool to spread numbers and 
provide different training opportunities. Attendance has generally been solid. 
Thanks to Ruth for coordinating this on the day. 
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Manly Masters Swimming Club Inc. 

 
 
We have been seeking to try an ensure that our club channels of 
communication reflect people’s current habits. This has seen the replacement 
of Murmurs with a weekly “Dot Points” from the Committee and regular 
postings on our Facebook page thanks to Niamh. Feedback on these are 
always welcomed. 
 
At a very practical level it was great to see 13 members volunteer to be 
trained in CPR. Also, we have a number of qualified coaches in the club and 
some, including Marie, Dawn, Helen and Julie have done extra professional 
development this year. We have a wealth of information and ability in our club. 
 
Every trial presents opportunities and the last year has prompted me to 
suggest that we have a strategic look at the Club and where we want to be in 
say three to five years. I would like to think that the outcome would be a 
vibrant growing club, but I think we should consider that what we have to do to 
get there may be different to what worked wonderfully 20 years ago. This is 
not necessarily a drive to be bigger but a drive to have the conversation about 
what we want to be. I am happy to be part of a smaller subcommittee to 
establish a strawman for consideration. Let me know if you are interested. 
 
This has been my first year as President and I would like to express my 
thanks to all on the Committee who assisted with energy, ideas, action and 
the occasional history lesson. I would also like to acknowledge Marie for her 
diligence as Safety Officer, never so important as in a pandemic. 
 
I look forward to more swimming, birthdays and competition in 2021. 
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Merrylands Amateur Swimming Club Inc. 
 

Annual Report 2020 
 
 
2020 was our club’s thirteenth year affiliated with Masters Swimming NSW. 
 
Membership 
Our club caters for Junior and Masters swimmers. In 2020 our club had 
173 members, which included 10 Masters Members. 
 
Club Sessions and Venues 
Merrylands Swimming Centre (October to March) 
Club Races: Saturday Mornings 7am to 9am 
Training: Tuesday & Thursday Mornings 5:45am to 7:15am 
  Tuesday & Thursday Evenings 5:30pm to 7:00pm 
  Saturday Mornings 9:45am to 11:00am 
 
Guildford Swimming Centre (June to September) 
Training: Various times due to COVID-19 restrictions 
 
Interclub Meets 
Members attended the following meets: 
 Campbelltown BPS 
 Merrylands BPS 
 
We also had 1 of our Masters swimmers compete at the NSW State Open 
Championships 
 
Achievements of Members 
2020 saw Merrylands host our fourth Branch Pointscore Meet. This year, we 
again hosted the meet as a double-header with our Annual Merrylands 
SwimFest meet. This enabled us to use AOE for the timing and it was great to 
see some competitors swim in both meets, or enter their children in the 
SwimFest. 
 
Our club provided most of the timekeepers for the meet, along with qualified 
recorders, starters, marshals and a referee, which allowed most visiting 
competitors to focus on their events without worrying about officiating. 
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The meet was preceded by a starts workshop, run by our coaches, Peter and 
Alison Johnston (nee Sakurovs), to introduce the basics of a Track Start. The 
workshop was provided free for competitors and was well attended. The 
workshop provided some valuable tips and practice for swimmers, with some 
good feedback from the attendees. 
 
Our club’s learn to swim program ran through the summer, with 50 adults and 
children enrolled, while our squad program which runs year round had 
94 swimmers. Our club races which run every Saturday during the summer 
season had their highest attendance in 16 years. 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic cut our summer season short by 1 week, but our 
coaches were prepared and ready to respond. During April and May, Peter 
and Alison ran a live-stream of land training activities to keep our members fit 
and engaged, with weekly challenges, quizzes and movie reviews from Katie, 
our resident movie expert. We were able to resume pool sessions from 
1st June, limited to 1 swimmer per lane for 45 minutes which gradually 
increased over the next couple of months to normal length sessions with 
multiple swimmers per lane. With no swim meets on the horizon, this allowed 
us to focus on improving technique and regaining swimming fitness, without 
any pressure to compete. 
 
Our club races were able to resume as scheduled in October, with our 
program able to run uninterrupted, an increase in attendance and some great 
swims. 
 
Overall, a very busy and successful year, thanks in no small part to our hard 
working and dedicated committee, coaches and volunteers. We look forward 
to achieving some great results in 2021! 
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    Molonglo Water Dragons 
     Masters Swimming Club 

 
              Annual Report 2020 

 
 
As a Club, we have managed to carry on and grow despite the disruptions and 
challenges 2020 has brought us, and this has been thanks to the efforts of many 
people. 
 
Gary Stutsel has continued to keep the books in order, the bills were paid, and 
promptly reimbursed people for approved expenditure, while recuperating from a 
heart attack and other family health issues. 
 
Gary was ably assisted by Marg Larkin who audited the books. 
 
David Specker slipped easily into the role of Secretary, distilling the wide-ranging 
discussions at Committee meetings to a few succinct points and clear action 
items. He regularly passes on Branch newsletters and other relevant material to 
members.  
 
As our Safety Officer David Dedenczuk has done an excellent job managing the 
many Covid safe requirements we were required to implement, and has kept our 
membership records up to date and helped many new members to join our club. 
 
Greg Reynolds has done a good job as coaching director, maintaining the roster, 
ably supported by our coaches Mary Liz Partridge, Les Worthington and me. 
Following the re-opening of Civic Pool we were required to book swimmers in, 
and the closure caused an increase in attendance as swimmers rushed to get 
back in the pool. Chris Loose, has done an outstanding job managing the far 
more complicated and difficult COVID restrictions at Queanbeyan. Chris deserves 
a medal for tact and forbearance.  
 
Matt Piroglu has kept our website up to date, despite the lack of events to report 
on this year. John Oke continues to record and submit endurance swims for the 
hardy few who rack up maximum laps as part of the Endurance 1000 Program. 
 
I am glad I have been able to do my bit to keep this happy band of swimmers 
going and I hope we can continue to improve and expand in the future. I am 
proud of the rather striking corflute lane markers and gear bin stickers we 
commissioned, and I am sure they will continue to attract new members from the 
pool deck for years to come, there is also a good chance that we will be 
reimbursed for the cost of these from Masters Swimming NSW. 
 
I encourage more swimmers to get involved in the Committee to help us run this 
Club, and I look forward to being able to bring back competitions in 2021. 
 
 
John Collis 
President 
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Myall Masters Swimming Club Inc. 
 

Annual Report 2020 
 
 
Each year has its unknown factors but this year was certainly one that we could not 
have prepared for. 
 
The Myall Masters Annual Swim meet in February had to be cancelled due to 
shocking weather and rescheduled for 5th December. 
 
The rescheduled meet was then cancelled due to the restrictions and concerns of 
Covid 19. Naturally, we were disappointed by the cancellations because we were 
looking forward to conducting our swim meet (our club has been the top point 
scoring club for the past 6 years). 
 
The Open Water Swim at Jimmys Beach was cancelled for 2020. The club will gauge 
interest in this event in 2021. 
 
Club Captain Steve Rees promotion of the Cessnock carnival in March saw 
9 Myall Masters members participate. Eight club members enjoyed the Hunter 
Reconnection fun meet at Maitland in December. 
 
We were disappointed in the 
absence of the State Relays and 
the Nationals especially when so 
much work was done by the 
organising committees. 
 
Sharon Taylor was our lone 
attendee at the Freestyle forum at 
Speers Point Pool. Our club is 
looking forward to more swim 
clinics in 2021. 
 
There has been a real learning curve in the use of Zoom. We had our committee 
meetings and our Annual General Meeting using this technology. The State AGM, 
Coaches Forum, the Country meeting and Registrars training session allowed us to 
keep abreast of matters. 
 
Myall Masters donated a book to Tea Gardens Primary School on Anzac Day and 
members were instrumental in raising funds in the Starlight Challenge. 
 
Our Treasurer, John Estens, has kept the club in a strong financial position allowing 
financial members to be provided with club shirts and club bags at a $25 subsidy on 
each. 
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The Presentation Night was postponed in April. 
Recognition was finally held on pool deck in 
November. The Encouragement Award was 
presented to Julie Bergan and The Club 
Member Of the Year Award to Sharon Taylor. 
The recipients have joined past members who 
have contributed greatly to the club’s history. 
 
Access to the Tea Gardens pool is from 
October to April. Covid restrictions during this 
time has seen a whole new approach to 
training sessions. Our club has attracted 10 
new members. 
 

Coaches, Leon Bobako, Chris Dunning, 
Peter Kellaway, Sharon Taylor, Mal Motum 
and Chris Lock have each contributed to the 
development of our swimmers. The Covid 
period has provided time to research new 
methods and revisit some of the old ways of 
coaching. 
 
The club is proud to report that we have 
seven members who are qualified as 
officials. 

 
The Social side of our club has been difficult. Our Social Secretary, Kerry Patterson 
organised a casual get together at the Benchmark Bar at Hawks Nest pre-Covid. Our 
Presentation Night at a local Restaurant was cancelled twice due to restrictions. 
 
Our Publicity through Chris Dunning and Sandra Murray has given our club exposure 
with some great articles and photos. 
 
The club would not be able to function without the help of members who actively help 
with the setting up of lane ropes, repairs, organisation of the club meet, etc. 
 
I would like to thank Ann O’Brien the club’s Secretary for the tremendous work she 
has done, to the committee who have guided me in the decisions that had to be 
made and to the members whose enthusiasm for swimming makes it all worthwhile. 
 
Looking forward to 2021. 
 
 
Leon Bobako 
President 
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North Sydney Masters 
 

Annual Report 2020 
 
 
North Sydney Masters is known as a very active swimming club, in terms of participation 
both at sanctioned meets, and ocean swims. The past twelve months has been extremely 
difficult as a club, as we lost our home pool, the great North Sydney Olympic Pool. 
Further, with Covid restrictions, many members who normally thrive in pool meets and 
ocean swims have missed out! 
 
Despite this, and the Covid restrictions wreaking havoc on our usual squad sessions, we 
still have a strong membership. We have 57 members, which is very good considering all 
of the hurdles our club has faced! 
 
The North Sydney Olympic Pool redevelopment commenced in March 2021, and is 
expected to take at least 18 months. After a significant amount of difficulty, we have 
secured two pools which now allows us to offer almost the same amount of squad 
sessions as in previous years. We now swim at Lane Cove Aquatic Centre during the 
week, and at Manly Andrew Boy Charlton Pool on Sunday mornings. Many members 
also do informal swims at beaches all over Sydney, including our favourite, 
Balmoral Beach. 
 
Ocean Swim: At North Sydney Masters, ocean swimming is a strong part of our club’s 
activities. Continuing on from last year, casually organised ocean swims are held 
regularly and are well attended. We run a Friday morning session at Balmoral each week, 
which often sees up to 10 swimmers joining. Many swimmers have progressed their 
ocean swimming due to not having as many squad sessions available in earlier months. 
 
We have a few strong ocean swimmers who are anticipating rather large swims including 
Coogee to Bondi, and Bondi to Watsons Bay later this year. As a club, we promote strong 
ocean swimming and water safety. It is a great way to add to our swimming schedule as 
well as promote further social events! 
 
Pool Captain’s Report: Unfortunately, 2020 was not our strongest year for pool 
swimming due to the Covid restrictions. However from October to December, we did 
have a number of members participate in small carnivals run by NSW Masters. More 
recently, we have seen strong participation numbers and excellent swims from our 
members at sanctioned events. Notably, we have been training with the specific goal of 
the Long Course Championships in April, at which we expect to have a very strong team. 
 
The social aspect of our club remains strong and events are enjoyed by all attendees. 
 
Although there may be not as much to report on this year, I cannot thank the Committee 
members enough for their support and continued work over the past twelve months to 
ensure our club did not diffuse. We have remained stable and are focused on continuing 
and strengthening our membership this year. 
 
 
Mickaela Mate 
President 
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Novocastrian Masters Swimming Club 
 

Annual Report 2020 
 
 
It has been a quiet year for carnivals attended due to the Covid 19 Pandemic. 
 
Before lockdown, eight Novocastrian members attended one carnival at 
Cessnock, Bill attended Campbelltown carnival and Matthew attended 
NZ Masters Games. 
 
Robin has completed 13 e1000 aerobic swims and Alan swam a few. The club 
ran an aerobic e1000 swim day at Charlestown pool in November. Only 
6 people came from ours and other clubs. 
 
A welcome new club member for 2021 is Lachlan Pearse who moved here 
from Melbourne way. Total members for 2021 at present is 18. 
 
Our Monday swim training attendance records show 11 out of 24 members 
attended 28 training days, top-up costs to the club for coach Ben was approx. 
$702. We have started back for 2021 with 7 swimmers last Monday. 
 
The first carnival is Myall on 13th February and we have 8 swimmers 
registered. 
 
 
Nick Woodcock 
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Oak Flats Aussi Masters Inc 
“Swimming for fitness and fun” 

 
 
 
Phone: 02 42377852 

Postal Address: 20 Eureka Ave, Kiama Downs 

Email: chworthy@westnet.com.au 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                            Oak Flats Blue Swimmers 
 

Annual Report 2020 
 
 
We had a very interrupted year as covid19 stopped all competing. 
 
We still did lots of river swims in our area early in the year. We actually swam 
up to the end of April without wet suits. This kept us all sane. 
 
As soon as the pools opened up again we were back in the water. For a few 
weeks early in winter we were not allowed to use the change rooms but we 
managed to get changed out of our wet cossies by the pool. 
 
We still had a few social get togethers. Our soup & damper night was a hit in 
winter by the fire at my place. Also had a Christmas BBQ. 
 
Yours in swimming 
 
 
Narelle Day 
President 
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Annual Report 2020 
 
 
Membership:  In what has been a most difficult year due to the COVID-19 
Pandemic, Ryde still has a healthy club with 65 members – 42 females and 
23 males. Largely through the efforts of Andrew McCrindell, President, and 
Ailsa Jeans, Safety Officer, the club managed to maintain its membership 
throughout the year regardless of the three-month lockdown. 
 
Club sessions and venues:  Regular training nights are held at Ryde 
Aquatic Leisure Centre on Mondays (7.45-8.45pm) and Wednesdays      
(7.30-8.30pm); a Saturday morning swim (8.00-9.00am) is also available. 
Wednesday night includes a social gathering after training for tea/coffee and 
biscuits, and once-a-month member birthdays are celebrated with cake. The 
club is again fortunate to have Greg Lewin as its Head Coach, who 
coordinates a stimulating mix of training sessions and drills with ever changing 
instructional techniques tailored to our abilities to prepare members for all 
major meets. Training videos, weekly core strength work, and training mirrors 
are included in his programs as well as mentoring our developing coaches. All 
club members are encouraged regardless of ability, from high achieving 
swimmers to those learning form strokes for the first time.  
 
Interclub meets:  The COVID-19 pandemic certainly made for a less eventful 
year and unfortunately all but three BPS carnivals (including the Ryde 
carnival) were cancelled as well as the National Championships. Before the 
lockdown in the BPS stakes Ryde came 4th at Campbelltown, won Merrylands 
by a 130 points margin, and were 2nd at Cessnock. Ryde came 3rd or 4th in all 
the ‘Back to the Future’ meets. There was also good participation by our 
members in the virtual swim events. 
 
The club would like to express its appreciation of the MSNSW Board on their 
efforts to keep us focused and moving, by organising extra meets both Virtual 
and Realtime despite the lockdown and many disappointing cancellations. 
 
Achievements of members:  The club would like to make special mention of 
Greg Lewin (Head Coach) who played a mentoring role for Andrew McCrindell 
who qualified as a Masters’ Swimming Coach on 19 February 2020. 
Greg Lewin also launched the ‘Teamo App’ which seems to have worked 
relatively successfully and enabled the coaching sessions to be distributed to 
the whole club and allowed for team chats. 
 
A thank you also to Greg and Susan Leech for providing some ‘Webex’ core 
exercises during the COVID lockdown and for continuing to coach throughout 
the uncertainty of the year. 

 

RYDE AUSSI MASTERS SWIMMERS Inc. 
(RAMS) 

Inaugurated 7th November, 1981 
Affiliated with Masters Swimming NSW 24th November, 1981 

Incorporated 14th October, 1999 
ABN 20 075 220 716 
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Ryde AUSSI Masters Swimmers Inc. 

 
 
Safety:  Our Safety Officer, Ailsa Jeanes, reported no incidents for the year, 
organised the club’s annual CPR course and helped us get back in the pool 
after the COVID lockdown. 
 
Social activities:  The club held its annual Christmas Party with presentation 
of club awards for: 
 

Service: Andrew McCrindell, Participation: Ailsa Jeanes, 
Encouragement: Ian Gilkes, and Long Service: Sue Curry 

 
Ryde club members participated where possible in branch events and club 
training in the spirit of fun, friendship and fitness. 
 
 
Lesa Colburn 
Secretary 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Masters Swimming NSW is proud to receive continued sponsorship 

from Dooleys Lidcombe https://www.dooleys.com/lidcombe 
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Sapphire Coast Adult Swimming Club 
 

Annual Report 2020 
 
 
Most will agree 2020 is a year best left behind us. The Covid 19 pandemic seemed a 
small inconvenience compared to the devastating drought and bush fires our 
community on the far south coast of NSW had to endure. Even our beloved 
Sapphire Aquatic Centre had to close for a period due to the threat and effects of the 
fires around us. 
 
Then Covid 19 reared its ugly head, and again our facility closed during a state-wide 
lock down. BUT, being far from the madding crowd in this beautiful part of the world 
has its advantages because our low to non-existent cases of Covid allowed us to 
open early and operate with slightly less restriction compared to metropolitan areas. 

 
 
 
 
We took on board our Covid plans, pulled 
our swim gear out of storage and got 
straight back into it 
 
 
 

Membership 
Through guidance from Jillian Pateman at MSNSW we tapped into some of the 
government funding for sporting clubs that allowed us to produce promotional 
material in a bid to attract new membership and get people back to exercising after 
lock down. The plan was to target the local open water and surf club swimmers and 
was successful with at least half a dozen new members. The funding also went 
towards some valuable new equipment. 
 
I can recommend this strategy to other Masters Clubs along the coastal areas and 
where there are larger waterways that attract open water swimmers. These poor 
individuals often ‘lay off’ during winter and loose fitness or worse, loose interest 
altogether. Our indoor facilities provide them with year-round training and high-level 
coaching bringing out their best. 
 
We finished off the year with a late run on membership following the spring 
promotion. By the end of December 2020 it would look like membership for the year 
was well into the 20’s but a good deal of them were 16 month options that carry over 
into 2021. So we ended up just under the ‘medium’ club threshold numbers thus 
denying Jillian Pateman at NSW HQ the higher cost of club registration. Sorry Jillian 
but you’ll get us next year. 
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Sapphire Coast Adult Swimming Club 

 
 
Stingrays Training Sessions 
In 2020 we formalised the informal session we held each Tuesday. Now we have 
2 regular training sessions each week on Sundays and Tuesdays. With the wonderful 
support of the Sapphire Aquatic Centre we have 3 lanes dedicated to our members, 
and our coach Sue Keey puts us through our paces in a structured and entertaining 
way. 
 

 
 
 
Our training took on a different 
tack during the membership drive 
to the open water swimmers 
where technique work was 
introduced for open water 
swimming. 
 
 
 

 
Alternate skills training was embraced by everyone and the “have-a-go” days allowed 
us to post some times over various distances for all comers. 
 

 
 
Finances 
Our club finances continue to be strong despite a minor reduction in our sponsorship 
funds during the middle of the year due to Covid. However, we did get an injection 
from government grant monies which was put to good use in promoting our club to 
the local community to show we are still operational and ‘hiring’. We gained 
substantial new membership out of this measure as well as added to our store of club 
equipment used for training. A big thanks to Jillian Pateman for steering us through 
the grant money scheme and making the whole process so much easier. Cheers 
Jillian!!! 
 
Club Identity 
Building a club requires building an identity. We continue to promote a sense of 
belonging for members through our club attire. This year we added to our previous 
swim cap and club jacket with a polo shirt and club baseball style cap. You could say 
we are now ready for the ‘cat walk’. 
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Sapphire Coast Adult Swimming Club 

 
 

                 
 
Being in a sound financial position we were able to partly subsidise these items to 
club members. 
 
From the President 
Running a club like ours requires a lot of help from many different people. The 
president wishes to thank (in no special order) our hard-working club coach 
Sue Keey, Jillian Pateman from Masters NSW office, Nic Hoynes from Sapphire 
Aquatic Centre, Maggie & Rosies Antique Emporium as our proud sponsor and finally 
my long-suffering wife, Julie. 
 
 
Yours swimmingly, 
 
 
Bruce Williamson 
President 
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Seaside Pirates 
 

Annual Report 2020 
 
 
2020 was my sixth year with Seaside Pirates and my third and final year as 
President. I have now stepped down as President and hope to hand the baton 
to someone who can approach the role with fresh ideas. 
 
Our membership numbers in 2020 were roughly the same as in 2019 and we 
finished the year with 41 members. 
 
2020 was of course a difficult year for training, meets and social events, due 
to the impact of COVID-19. 
 
But Pirates were in attendance at all branch meets held during the year – 
Campbelltown, Merrylands, Cessnock, Back to the Future 3, 4 and 5, and the 
Womens Only Meet. Huge thank you to Jane for organising most of these 
events and putting so much effort into getting things back up off the ground in 
the second half of 2020. A total of 14 Pirates swam in these events, including 
some of our newer members: Amy Dickinson, Richard James and 
Roger Shewell. 
 
Our annual Pirates Meet was not able to proceed, and neither was the 
100 x 100. Fingers crossed we will be able to run these during 2021. 
 
We missed a couple of months of Sunday and Tuesday training sessions, but 
most of the usual crowd were able to return to training in May and we were 
fortunate enough to have Mikaela Middleton on deck for most of 2020. 
Mikaela has had to move on due to multiple other commitments, but we now 
have Mark Sendecky coaching us on Sundays and Tuesdays and everyone is 
enjoying his wisdom, enthusiasm and exhausting sets. 
 
One of the highlights of 2020 was a very profitable Bunnings BBQ in October. 
Thank you Heidi for all the leg work behind making that happen. 
 
I also want to thank Jean Edge for stepping up as Safety Officer and keeping 
us informed on all the COVID requirements and the changes as they 
happened. 
 
During 2020 we were successful in obtaining a grant from Office of Sport via 
MSNSW for $1000 to assist with training costs. Thank you Anthony. 
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Seaside Pirates 

 
 
Another success for 2020 was that Heidi and I managed to complete all 
62 events in the Endurance series for the first time, despite the official 
cancellation of this. Towel or no towel, we were determined and WE DID IT! 
 
I am not sure what 2021 will bring or what the Club plans to do. I stepped 
down as President in December and am waiting to hear who will now take on 
this role. But I know that some of us will swim the Endurance series, and 
many of us will be happy to return to racing. 
 
I would like to thank the 2020 committee. Our Sunday morning meetings and 
Zoom meetings have been fun and productive. Thank you to all club members 
who have helped out during 2020. We would not be able to run a club 
successfully without your ideas, time and support – so thank you all. I wish the 
new committee all the best for the year ahead. 
 
 
Sue Tomkins 
President 
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St George Masters Swim Club Inc. 
 

Annual Report 2020 
 
 
Our club has been active since our club indoor pool was open in August. We 
have strictly followed all COVID protocols since reopening.  
 
Most of our swimmers came back as soon as they could. Some of us were 
swimming in the outdoor pools as they opened earlier in June. This group 
developed a routine that involved those keen enough, waking up early to book 
a lane online at 6:30 each morning for the following day. Our aim was to book 
a lane each at the same time each day so that we could train as a group. This 
was of course tricky as many other people were booking lanes online. It was a 
race to see who could book first. There were many WhatsApp messages 
going back and forth regarding success with booking times. Actually, this 
added to the enjoyment of the sessions.  
 
We have kept up the outdoor midweek swims before work even though our 
club pool has reopened so it has been a positive outcome. 
 
The $1000 grassroots sports grant has enabled us to waive our 2021 club fee 
as we felt this was a fair way to use the money to benefit loyal club members 
and to encourage everyone to renew their membership. 
 
 
Louise Boughey 
 
 
 
 

 
Masters Swimming NSW is proud to receive continued sponsorship 

from Dooleys Lidcombe https://www.dooleys.com/lidcombe 
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Trinity AUSSI Masters Swim Club 

 
Annual Report 2020 

 
 
 
2020 was not a good year for our club. At the end of February, we had a very 
severe storm that lashed the pool and consequently flooded the plant room, 
which then made the pool unusable. 
 
It took three months to get the parts and repair the plant room, over this time 
the pool was closed and then to add to this Covid19 hit and the school then 
shut everyone out of the school grounds including parents. 
 
We have not been able to get into the water at our pool since. 
 
We did manage to have a couple of get togethers over the year. We had a 
day out on the harbour, a lunch cruise which was attended by 9 members. 
Then we had our Christmas party at Massey Golf club which was attended by 
17 members, a great afternoon and very enjoyable getting together and 
seeing some of our members. 
 
As I write this report we are still shut out of our pool and it looks like this will 
stay the same until at least mid-year. 
 
Looking forward to getting back into our pool. 
 
Everyone enjoy getting into the water when you can. 
 
Regards 
 
 
John Kulhan 
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Annual Report 2020 
 
 
2nd March 2021: The last 12 months have certainly been ‘stop and go’ with 
the dislocation caused by COVID. 
 
Cancellation of our carnival, our principal fund raiser, was a blow, while at the 
same time our monetary sponsorship from Vegechips expired: COVID has 
seen Vegechips retreat from sponsorships and so we were left looking to our 
own devices. After a fair bit of to-ing and fro-ing, and with the help of 
Swimming NSW, Masters Swimming NSW delivered up a $1000 grant 
towards the carnival losses incurred by COVID. This just about covered the 
hire of Lane 1 when we resumed full scaletraining, which continues today 
except for the interruption over Christmas with the Northern Beaches COVID 
outbreak. 
 
Sadly, during August, Colin Casey passed away from pneumonia and related 
complications. He was dedicated to serving adult and junior competition in all 
roles including Referee. As well as being one of our stalwart officials at 
competitions he is also on the Warringah Aquatic Swim Club's ‘Hall of Fame’. 
 
Member numbers remain relatively strong in the circumstances with 64        
re-signed for 2021 [~90+ end-2020]. 
 
Training 
Your club was one of the first, if not the first, to get coaches' COVID Safety 
certifications, devise a COVID Safety plan (with the help of our Safety Officer, 
Sueellen Norris) and get back into training, which resumed in June 2020 after 
the March lockdown. 
 
Working with the restraints of various Public Health Orders we were initially 
able to resume a limited form of training (one per lane) including running two 
one-hour sessions back-to-back on Sundays and eventually to what we see 
now, namely 5 to a lane. 
 
Given the early restrictions on lane numbers as part of COVID Safety, with 
extensive consultation between Wilson Gamble as Fitness Director, 
Gordon Whyte as the Wednesday training leader and Patrick Chandler, our 
online booking system has served us well. 
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Warringah Masters Swimming 

 
 
At this point I would like to record my deep appreciation for the work Wilson 
and Gordon have done to turn ideas on how we could train during COVID into 
a sustainable reality that has in fact seen training participation grow 
substantially. 
 
Equally our coaches and coaching assistants on the program including new 
faces on deck: Mark Patterson and Richard Peterson. I think this is a terrific 
achievement and I’m sure the members (and visitors and tryouts) who take 
advantage of what we have to offer really appreciate it. 
 
Thanks also to Patrick and Susan Myers for taking on the admin and our 
safety officer Sue-ellen for her good counsel. And a word of appreciation for 
Jan Shannon who has been overseeing CPR requirements for coaches and 
others. 
 
Looking ahead, my expectation is that the swim booking system will be 
retained for the foreseeable future, irrespective of COVID restrictions - it 
certainly helps session planning, and the fact is Sunday and Wednesday 
participation has never been as consistently high. My own sense is that by 
having to commit and provide funds toward lane hire in advance, swimmers 
are more invested in the training - no rolling over in bed Sunday morning or 
sloping off somewhere else on a Wednesday evening…. or being seen to be a 
consistent no-show. 
 
Only a few regular swimmers have not returned to training, perhaps to avoid 
potential risks from contact, perhaps in light of worries as to what constituted 
essential exercise from a travel perspective: like many I expect they are in 
need of certainty, while some are absent through injury or medical conditions. 
 
As well, by keeping our doors open to other Masters swimmers and potential 
new swimmers, we have brought in new members, had swimmers from 
North Sydney and Seaside Pirates to make up our numbers, and the higher 
rates of participation have helped our finances to the extent of mitigating the 
lane hire fee subsidies out of membership fees. 
 
Competition 
The last carnivals at which Branch Points Scores were earned in 2020 were 
Campbelltown, Cessnock and Merrylands; the Myall carnival was cancelled 
because of threatened storms and then COVID struck. Since then there have 
been a number of false starts but a small number of members participated in 
the Back to The Future series: at Knox, Ryde, Lidcombe and Ku-ring-gai 
Aquatic (Pymble) as well as providing Check Starters, Marshals, 
Chief Timekeepers and Starters to help run the events [sometimes providing 
more Officials than swimmers!]. 
 
 



72 

Warringah Masters Swimming 

 
 
From our perspective we did not attempt to reschedule our 2020 Carnival 
given the fluid public health situation: at a time when public health orders were 
limiting indoor numbers to 50, and subsequently 100 including officials, there 
was no point in running an event for which we had to be guaranteed around 
120-130 swimmers to break-even after all expenses: pool hire, prizes, gift 
certificates for officials, hire of the baseball clubhouse and catering. 
 
Social 
Perhaps most disappointing was the cancellation of both our presentation 
night (to avoid being potentially unfairly selective about attendees so as to 
comply with the 4sqm rules prevailing), and our Christmas BBQ (which was 
canned because of the Northern Beaches COVID outbreak that week). 
 
Health & Safety 
As mentioned above, our thanks to Sue-ellen Norris for her wise counsel and 
willingness to take on the role of COVID Safety Officer in addition to being 
club Safety Officer. We can report there were no incidents related to COVID 
nor any other reportable incidents during the year. 
 
Outlook 
While our 2021 training year has started well, the competition year is still 
shrouded in uncertainty: Campbelltown and Cessnock cancelled, and the jury 
is still out on others… However, the Myall carnival did go ahead in February 
2021 and our attendance may well have been a record! 
 
Behopes there will be sufficient public health clarity to get back into the 
competitive swing and eventually run our carnival on Sunday 4 August. 
 
Meanwhile our club captain Paul Bailey is all fired up to get as many of us as 
possible to participate in competition in the coming year. 
 
As to the ‘health’ of our club, I don’t think it has been better, especially 
considering the circumstances. Thanks also to all the others, too numerous to 
mention who participated in the running of the Club. It couldn’t be done 
without you... 
 
Looking forward to a better 2021. 
 
 
Graham Campbell 
President 
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Wests Auburn Masters 
 

Annual Report 2020 
 
 
We had 12 financial members at the end of 2020. We average about 
6 swimmers at most sessions and most members participate in regular 
endurance swims. Despite the problems with clubs continuing to operate 
through the pandemic, we are still very lucky to receive support from Dooleys 
(Lidcombe Catholic Club).  
 
CLUB SESSIONS & VENUE 
During the height of the pandemic, a few members were lucky enough to be 
able to take advantage of the kind offer to use David King’s (Ryde AUSSI) 
personal pool, for which we are very thankful. Birrong pool was the first to 
open allowing us to swim on Sunday mornings as a team and members 
stayed swim-fit in whatever time they could make. Some group sessions were 
also held at Macquarie Girls swimming pool. The NSW State Government 
$1000 Grassroots grant was very well received. 
 
In the last quarter of the year, we returned to Ruth Everuss Aquatic Centre on 
Wednesdays at 7pm, Fridays at 7pm, and Sundays at 9am. We have a 
regular coach (Kerryn Blanch), who has provided all of us with individual 
programs to follow whenever we can get to a pool. 
 
We have five members with Bronze Medallion qualifications and three with 
Senior First Aid Training.  
 
INTERCLUB MEETS 
We were represented at the few BPS carnivals in NSW this year, as well as 
the “Back to the Future” carnivals run by the branch. Club officials were on 
deck at many carnivals - in particular Kerryn Blanch and Cassie Anderson.  
 
WESTS 5000m POSTAL SWIM 
We held our annual 5000m postal swim again this year. We had fewer 
swimmers due to the pandemic and so extended the closing date for people 
to complete the swim due to so many pools being closed. We had 
72 participants (9 individual swims and 28 relays).  
 
ENDURANCE 1000 
All of our 13 members participated in the National Endurance 1000 Scheme 
(100%), giving us a total of 5679 points with an average of 473, which is 
understandably less than 2019. One member (Michael Parkinson) scored 
maximum points, while Cassie Anderson and Kerryn Blanch completed all 
swims.  
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CLUB COMPETITIONS 
We run two competitions within the club. One is a short distance point scoring 
competition (200m, 100m, 50m, 25m) where eight swims per month score 
points. The other is a club record breaking competition which was very keenly 
contested this year. (At the time of writing this, results had not yet been 
released). 
 
ACHIEVEMENTS 
Most of our swimmers will have times entered for the Top Ten competition.  
 
SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 
Although small in numbers, we regularly enjoy social events such as Sunday 
morning coffees, Presentations, dinners at Dooley’s, open water swims and 
Christmas lunch. 
 
 
Kerryn Blanch 
President 
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Wett Ones Swimming Club Inc. 
 

Annual Report 2020 
 
 
From the exhilaration of the IGLA tournament to the frustration of COVID-19 keeping us out of 
the pool and apart from each other, the 2019-20 year has certainly had its highs and lows. As 
our club financial and committee year ends, we look to start afresh with a renewed desire to 
swim well, compete with pride and grow our Wett Ones family. 
 
We spent just nine of the past 12 months in the water – our last training session was held on 
Sunday 22 March 2020 and, even on 30 June and the last day of our financial year, there was 
no idea quite when we could dive back in. As I write this report from the beginning of July, I’m 
pleased to report that we returned to the water on 6 July and many of our members are taking 
advantage of the opportunity to get back to swim fitness! 
 
Despite the challenges of recent months, our club remains strong – we are by far the largest 
masters swimming club in Australia and the largest gay and lesbian club outside 
North America and Europe. The past year has seen us recognised for our work in and out of 
the water and the club has continued to welcome new faces to the Wett Ones family. 
 

Awards and recognition 
 

BRANCH POINTS SCORE TROPHY 
Over the past 12 months, the Club has worked hard 
to achieve two significant outcomes – the first of 
which was becoming Masters Swimming NSW 
Branch Point Score champions in Division 1 in 
2019, scoring more than 6,000 points in swimming 
carnivals over the course of the year. We capped 
our victory with a huge turn out at the Hills BPS in 
Galston in November – Masters had our trophy 
handy and presented it to the team after the meet. 
 
This was the first time the club had won the Division 1 trophy – particular acknowledgement is 
due to Evan Morris, our Registrar and Race Secretary, whose dogged encouragement of 
members to register and attend carnivals helped us secure the trophy. 
 
CLUB OF THE YEAR 
Another ‘first’ for Wett Ones was being named Masters 
Swimming NSW Club of the Year for 2019. The Club of the 
Year award recognises the efforts of the club in and out of the 
water – from participation in state championship and branch 
points score meets through to numbers of accredited coaches 
and officials, team and club spirit, and membership growth. 
 
While the Branch Points Score trophy recognises the commitment of members to compete in 
carnivals, the Club of the Year trophy considers the club’s broader role in our swimming 
community. There are many of our members who do not compete – this award is for them 
and appropriately recognises their efforts to make Wett Ones the welcoming place it is for so 
many people. 
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Melbourne IGLA 2020 
 

Preparation for, and anticipation of, IGLA Melbourne 2020 was fever-pitched as we kicked off 
the 2020 training year. With the expert drilling and tutelage of our coaches, members honed 
their turns, dives and preferred strokes in pursuit of excellence at the first ever IGLA 
tournament held in Australia. 

 
We were fortunate to have a visit from Olympian 
Matt Abood to one of our Wednesday training sessions. 
Matt provided tips and encouragement for all. We 
were also blown away to receive encouragement 
from a plethora of Australian Olympic swimming 
champions - Cate and Bronte Campbell, Michael Klim, 
Libby Trickett, Susie O’Neill, Emily Seebohm, 

Leisel Jones, Grant Hackett and Mitch Larkin. There videos inspired us, and were 
excellent click bait on our social channels! 
 
Our months of preparation paid off and Wett Ones reigned supreme as the winners of the 
Melbourne IGLA 2020 swimming championships. Dozens and dozens of personal bests and 
club records tumbled, and two new national, six NSW records and multiple IGLA records were 
set. Across the club, we won 113 medals - 51 gold, 36 silver and 26 bronze. A full list of 
medal winners and record breakers is listed at the end of this report. 
 

 
 
While there were many outstanding performances and PBs, one 
swimmer, Serena Chang, cleaned up with gold medals in each of 
her six individual events, and two golds (in IGLA record time) 
and a bronze (in NSW record time) in her three relays – a 
phenomenal individual performance. Sadly, Serena returned to the 
United States not long after IGLA but we will never forget our very 
own Golden Girl’s performance as a Wettie! We hope she’s able to 
visit us (or some of us visit her) soon. 
 
Our swimmers also made a splash in the traditional post-swim Pink Flamingo performance – 
the ‘Divas from Down Under’ are the first Wett Ones troupe to take to the Pink Flamingo stage 
and were awarded second prize. Thanks to Nick Westaway and Mark Holmes for 
masterminding and coordinating the performance. 

 
We held a team dinner in Melbourne which was a relaxed and 
enjoyable evening for all. We were delighted when former Olympian 
and Commonwealth Games champion, Nicole Livingstone OAM, 
dropped in to have a drink with her mate Dan Kowalski. Nicole, who 
is now the CEO of AFL-W, graciously accepted our request to say a 
few words and encouraged us all to dig deep and give the rest of the 
IGLA tournament our best while always having a good time. 
 

To enable as many members as possible to participate in IGLA, the Club ran a fundraising 
campaign to support a scholarship fund. In addition to funds raised from the Christmas Party 
(and raffle), more than $2190 was raised through donations made by individual club 
members. The funds raised supported two $800 scholarships to fund members’ travel 
accommodation and entry into the IGLA championships. The surplus funds were to be used 
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to support members’ participation in the National Championships scheduled for Sydney in 
April, as well as to seed a small fund to support participation in the Gay Games in Hong Kong 
in 2022. I want to thank everyone who made a contribution to the fund – your funds are safe 
and will be used to continue to support members participation in major national or 
international competitions in the years ahead. 
 

Finances 
 

Our Treasurer, David Loader, will submit a separate financial report. However, the Club 
continues to operate in a strong financial position. In 2019, the Committee made the decision 
to invest surplus funds saved in past years in a new uniform, with significant savings on 
uniforms for members. While this results in a financial loss for this year, our cash at bank and 
inventory results are in line with expectations. 
 
Sadly, COVID has impacted two significant fundraisers – our fancy dress party planned for 
April and our Branch Points Score meet scheduled for June 2020. These two events 
represent fundraising opportunities for the club; we will look to hold the fancy dress party later 
in 2020 as government restrictions will allow. 
 
After two years as Treasurer, and three on the committee, David has decided to step away 
and focus on his new role as Vice President of Masters Swimming NSW. I want to thank him 
for his excellent work as our club Treasurer – this often thankless task has been conducted 
with David’s usual professionalism. The committee’s loss is Masters’ gain. 
 

Female engagement 
 

Increasing the participation of female members continues to be a key priority for the club. In 
August 2019 our Female representative Susie Purcell coordinated a successful women’s 
bootcamp, which we followed with a social dinner at 
The Royal. Thanks also to Janet Bolton and 
Samantha Wolf for their assistance with coaching and 
coordination duties. We welcomed new members from 
this experience and it is great to see new female faces 
on the pool deck. A women’s bootcamp scheduled for 
March 2020 was cancelled because of COVID-19 and 
will be rescheduled to later in 2020.  
 
Once again, Susie, supported by many of our long-standing female members, has put her 
shoulder to the wheel to drive female engagement across the club. Between operating her 
own small business (she’s a club sponsor!), coaching and finding time to swim herself, Susie 
is indefatigable in her efforts to lift female swimmer participation rates across the club. I want 
to thank her for her efforts. 
 

Social Events 
 

The last 12 months has seen our social events 
calendar feature things likely never seen before – I 
mean, have you ever played Kath and Kim-themed 
drag trivia from the comfort of your very own good 
room using Zoom? COVID-19 has played havoc with 
our social calendar since March 2020 – however, 
we’ve managed to keep up to date with smaller 
social catch ups and Zoom virtual cake nights. 
 

The Christmas Party and Awards Afternoon 
was held at the Tamarama Surf Life Saving 
Club. Another fun afternoon was had by all – 
for the first time we combined our Christmas 
party with our annual awards event, which 
had been previously held with the Annual 
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General Meeting. At the event we recognised 
the individual efforts of a number of members 
with awards; in 2019, awards were presented 
to: 
Encouragement award: Barbara Allison  
Most improved: Reg Leones  
Training attendance: Pascal Blanquer  
Points score award: David Loader  
Championship performance: Daniel Kowalski  
Female swimmer of the year: Jodie Johnson  
Male swimmer of the year: Luca Alessi  
President’s Award: James Baber 
 
AUSTRALIA DAY ON SYDNEY HARBOUR 
We again held our Australia Day boat party on Sydney Harbour – with tickets selling fast its 
clear we need a bigger boat, or several boats, to cater for this new club tradition. Thanks to 
Bradley Monks for his efforts in pulling the event together. 
 
NEW MEMBER EVENT 
In January, we held our first ever ‘new members’ dinner and drinks event. The event was an 
opportunity for members new to the club to meet others in a social setting – notwithstanding 
the furnace like conditions (it must have been one of the hottest nights of our very hot 
summer?!) all those who attended had a great night. Thanks to Pat Birgan for pulling the 
event together and ensuring everyone had a name tag! 
 
MARDI GRAS AND MENTAL HEALTH 
The annual highlight of the Sydney Gay and 
Lesbian Mardi Gras saw Wett Ones once 
again shine, shimmy and sashay their way 
down Oxford Street. With masterful 
coordination from our Mardi Gras 
Coordinator, Andrew Elias, Wett Ones took 
the challenge of mental health head-on, 
using the float to highlight the positive 
influence of swimming on physical and 
mental health. Andrew was himself featured 
on the television broadcast, interviewed as 
the float moved past the SBS broadcast 
point at Taylor Square, raising not only the 
club’s profile but telling the important story embodied in our float. 
Well done to everyone who participated and, particularly, to those 
who assisted Andrew in pulling the float together so successfully. 
 
In March, before pools closed, the club participated in the Laps for Life initiative supporting 
Reach Out, a youth mental health charity and assistance service. We set a target of raising 
$5000 – to help this along, the club donated $1 from every swim booked in March to Laps for 
Life, contributing $393 before the pools were closed. The club’s total funds raised totalled 
$5,899.60 over a combined swimming distance of 196.98km. Thanks to Bradley Hastings for 
introducing the Laps for Life team to Wett Ones and getting us involved. 
 

New uniform 
 

Months in the planning, Wett Ones rolled out a colourful 
new club uniform in September 2019. The uniform, 
designed by a talented Sydney-based startup swimwear 
company, Resqme, has been designed to last through 
until the currently-scheduled Gay Games in Hong Kong 
in 2022. The design sees Wett Ones stand out wherever 
we go – from the bright pink swimming caps suitable for 
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ocean swimming through to the various pieces of swimming and poolside attire, members are 
looking sharp in their new uniform. 
 
The investment in the new uniform included offering all members a reduced price pack of 
items – swimmers in their preferred style, singlet or polo shirt and bright pink swimming cap 
(personalised upon request). More than 100 uniform packs were sold through pre-order and 
subsequent sales; all new members to the club will have the opportunity to buy a uniform 
pack when they join the club and it is hoped this will help them feel an added sense of 
belonging in the Wett Ones family. The Club is also holding additional stock of uniform items 
to ensure we can, to the best of our ability, cater for members’ needs now and into the future. 
 

Strategic plan 
 

We have continued to deliver against the strategic plan and a progress tracker is attached to 
this report. Our coaches continue to have access to training and development opportunities, 
we remain competitive in 2020 on the Branch Points Score table and with representatives on 
the board of Masters Swimming Australia, Masters Swimming NSW and IGLA, we are 
deepening our engagement with the sport at all levels. 
 
We remain off-track, however, in our desire to increase engagement with sponsors – I hope 
that the next Committee will place greater emphasis on this important engagement piece. As 
the costs of operating a club such as ours continue to increase, finding ways to diversify our 
income streams is important. We aim to keep direct costs to members as low as possible – at 
present, members’ training contributions do not fully cover the cost of our swimming and 
coaching programme. Without action to diversify our income – either through sponsorship, 
events and/or fundraisers – the club will have to reconsider training and membership fees or 
consider reducing the number of sessions, particularly sessions with very low attendance. 
 

Membership 
 

As at 30 June 2020, our membership sits at 156. On 31 December 2019, our membership 
peaked at 178 (the Masters Swimming Australia membership year operates on a calendar 
year basis). Our membership to June 2020 is five higher than for this time last year – however 
it may have been higher again were it not for the enforced closure of membership due to 
COVID-19. 
 
Of our 156 members, 26 joined for the first time since 1 January this year – 18 in the month of 
January alone (we think that’s a Masters record)! 
 

 
 

Our female membership continues to lag behind that of our male membership. Regrettably a 
planned bootcamp and recruitment drive was cancelled due to COVID-19. 
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Swimming sessions 
 

Before the COVID-19 enforced shut down, the club offered up to eight coached swimming 
sessions per week – six at Sydney University, one at Victoria Park and one at Cook and 
Phillip. Our popular Saturday morning summer sessions at Andrew ‘Boy’ Charlton Pool 
continue without a coach but under the careful stewardship of Bob Nagle coordinating the 
set. Following consultation, the Committee made the decision to bring the Saturday morning 
session forward by 30 minutes to begin at 9:30am – attendance over the 2019/20 summer 
was the highest on record and reinforced the Club’s decision to make the session slightly 
earlier. The post-swim brunch continues as a solid tradition. 
 
Attendance at our coached sessions continues to be steady; we are managing peaks with our 
online booking system. In preparation for the IGLA Championships, Wett Ones negotiated 
with Sydney University to have additional swimming lanes at popular weeknight sessions; 
thankfully, the school holidays coincided with the preparation for IGLA and the pool was not 
as busy as usual. 
 

 
 
We continue to speak to operators of pools in inner Sydney to secure more space for 
coached sessions to take place. While there is no shortage of pools, most of these pools 
already have long-standing existing bookings with other groups and clubs. Whenever we can 
get access to more space, we will take it and provide as much opportunity for our growing 
membership to swim as we can. 
 

Constitutional review 
 

In 2019, a working group was established to review the Club’s constitution and to make 
recommendations about changes for consideration by the membership. Nominations for the 
working party were sought; as Club President, I chaired the group comprising Brian Osterio, 
Janet Bolton, Peter McGee, Gary Chak, Mark Holmes and Chris Bevitt. The review was 
completed before Christmas 2019 and the committee’s recommendations posted on the club 
website. 
 
It was intended that the recommendations would be considered before the end of June 2020, 
allowing any changes to be in place for the committee elected at the 2020 Annual General 
Meeting. To achieve this, we proposed a two-step process – an all club general meeting to 
discuss the proposed changes and consider any amendments to the proposals before a 
Special General Meeting was held to ratify the proposed changes. However, with COVID-19 
restrictions on gatherings of people, we were unable to hold these meetings to consider 
effecting these changes. 
 
The recommendations of the working group informed a discussion by the Committee who 
have made some modest suggestions to improve upon the initial recommendations. It would 
be a shame to not proceed with further consideration of the proposed changes. The changes 
– one of which, for example, would allow for meetings to be held electronically, which we are 
currently unable to do – ensure our constitution remains both fit for purpose and relevant. 
They represent evolution, not revolution. I strongly encourage the club to consider, and 
preferably adopt, the changes later in 2020. 
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Sponsors and people 
 

I want to thank the valuable support of our sponsors – Dentistry in the Cross, Shecamp, 
Abattoir Blues and Staart Digital. All of these businesses belong to club members – we 
value the contribution they make in and out of the water and their financial assistance enables 
us to offer greater amenity for our members. Further diversifying our sponsor base is an 
important area for future development. 
 
After many years as our monthly cake night coordinator, Cecily Black has let me know that 
she would like to step back and let someone else take up the cudgels. It won’t be the same 
without Cec at The Royal after swimming on a Wednesday night. I want to take this 
opportunity to thank Cec for her commitment to the club, over many years, which has 
extended to fundraising, sourcing prizes for raffles, time on the committee and being the ever-
smiling, welcoming presence for so many new members. I am sure we will still see Cec 
around the pool, particularly at her beloved Saturday ABC sessions. 
 

Coaches 
 

Our club is exceptionally fortunate to have a group of committed, capable and creative 
coaches. In 2019, Wett Ones accredited three new coaches via the Masters Swimming 
Australia coaching course – congratulations to Susie Purcell, Marko Antic and 
Bradley Monks for completing their coursework. We also have Luca Alessi and 
German Ramirez beginning their coursework for accreditation – best of luck! 
 
I want to acknowledge Peter McGee who has served as the coaches’ representative on the 
committee this past year. I would also like to acknowledge Wendy Magnus who, after many 
years as a club coach, is taking some time off. 
 
To the rest of the coaching team – Janet Bolton, Brian Osterio, Mark Sendecky, 
Nick Westaway and Oscar Perez-Concha, thank you for everything you do to keep us at our 
best. 
 

The Committee 
 

This Club doesn’t just run itself. As your representatives, the committee gathers to keep 
things in ship-shape. We have met monthly for the past year – since late March, our meetings 
have taken place virtually via Zoom and we treated ourselves to a face to face dinner meeting 
in June! As we round out the year, I would like to thank: 
 
Secretary – Nick Westaway  
Treasurer – David Loader  
Registrar and Race Secretary – Evan Morris  
Coaches’ representative – Peter McGee  
Female representative – Susie Purcell  
Male representative – Pat Birgan  
Social coordinator – Sam Wolf  
Safety officer – David Prince  
Mardi Gras coordinator – Andrew Elias  
 
I particularly want to acknowledge Sam, Nick, David, Peter, Evan, Pat and Andrew who have 
all indicated their desire to step away from the committee; I note that Nick has been on the 
committee for the past three years and Evan for two years. Thank you to all of you for your 
contribution over the past 12 months – the Club is a better place for your endeavours. 
 
The Committee’s work is made easier by many hands – if you are in a position to give some 
time back to the Club by serving on the Committee I strongly encourage you to do so. I hope 
all those who have served have found the opportunity rewarding. 
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The year ahead 
 

With the Coronavirus continuing to infect communities locally and around the world, we 
remain in a very uncertain environment. Hopefully the second half of 2020 can return to some 
degree of ‘normal’, or a manageable ‘COVID normal’, and we can get back into the water. 
Who knows whether there will be any competition swims? Will we be able to defend our BPS 
title? What about social events? Only time will tell… 
 
I have now served two years as President and, with your support, I would like to continue for 
a final 12 month term. By July 2021 I will have served a total of four years on the club’s 
committee; as some of you know, I was elected to the Masters Swimming Australia National 
Board of Management in January this year and it is appropriate that I begin the transition 
away from club duties to focus on the issues facing our national body. 
 
Over the coming 12 months I plan to work with the new committee to ensure a smooth 
transition to a new club leadership, cement our strategic plan and further strengthen our club. 
I hope that someone from the committee elected in August 2020 will be willing to step up to 
the plate in 12 months’ time and take over as President; I certainly valued my time on the 
Committee learning the ropes before stepping into the presidency. 
 
In the meantime, though, there is much to do. In the coming 12 months we will celebrate the 
club’s 30th birthday - here’s hoping we can celebrate with a big party! We will continue to 
work to improve the club’s position in and out of the water, attract new members, look for 
opportunities to collaborate and build our capability. I would like to see the Club adopt either 
in full or in spirit the changes recommended by the Constitutional Working Party – as I have 
noted, these changes mark an evolution in the development of our club rather than 
revolutionary change. We also began a relationship with the ReachOut charity, supporting 
vulnerable and at risk young people facing mental health challenges – it would be good to see 
this relationship develop, potentially with our club providing support to some of their clients 
who aspire to participate in Laps for Life and need help with their swimming. 
 
I am excited for the year ahead. And as we round this ‘year’ out, we should be proud of where 
we are as a club, what we represent and the people who comprise our unique family. We are 
Wett Ones and, together, we will come through these adverse times stronger and better than 
ever. 
 
Thank you one and all for your efforts through the past year. 
 
Yours in swimming,  
 
 
Robert Hardie 
President 
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Annual Report 2020 
 
 
2020 was not the year as we planned it at our AGM in December 2019. But at the 
end of one of the world’s worst years ever, the members of Wollongong Masters 
are glad to be healthy, and to be back swimming together. Swimmers in other 
parts of the world have been less fortunate. 
 

We managed to fit in 5 carnivals 
before the pools closed down in 
March. We were represented by 
10 swimmers at the Campbelltown 
carnival, where Steve Vermey set 
two new club records. Here’s our 
star relay team. We look forward to 
carnivals restarting, when it is safe. 
 
Lock down made swimming a 
challenge, though some of us got 
wet in lakes, rivers, and the ocean. 

 
To our great delight, 
Wollongong’s outdoor pools 
reopened on 19 May. Five of us 
were back for our club swim at 
Corrimal the following Sunday 
(photo, right). 
 
We negotiated the changing rules 
for swimming and the different 
ways of booking. We coped 
without changing rooms. We were 
back. We enjoyed a Virtual Meet on 19 July, benefitting from the lane ropes and 
backstroke flags newly installed in the 25 m pool to help distancing measures. 
Even swimmers reluctant to go to carnivals joined the Virtual Meet. We managed 
to have some COVID safe social meetings too, on a smaller scale than usual and 
always liable to change if the rules changed. 
 
We've come through the year and we can look forward to more swimming next 
year. We can be optimistic about 2021. 
 
 

MASTERS SWIMMING 
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Bushrangers 

Campbelltown Collegians AUSSI Masters Swimming Club 

Castle Hill RSL Masters 

Cessnock Masters Swimming Incorporated 

Coogee-Randwick Master Swimmers Inc. 

Dubbo Redfin AUSSI Masters Swimming Club 

Ettalong Pelicans Masters Swimming Club Inc. 

Gosford City Seagulls AUSSI Masters Swimming Club Inc. 

Lake Macquarie Crocs Masters Swimming Inc. 

Lane Cove Masters Inc. 

Maitland AUSSI Masters 

Narooma Amateur Swimming Club 

Nelson Bay Dolphins 

North Shore Masters Swimming 

Penrith AUSSI Masters Swimming Inc. 

Port Macquarie Masters Swimming Club Inc. 

Raymond Terrace AUSSI Masters Swim Club 

Singleton Masters Swimming Club Inc. 

Sutherland Sandbern Masters Swim Club 

Tattersalls Masters Swim Club 

Tuggeranong Masters Swimming ACT 

Wyong Wobbygongs Masters Swimming Club Inc. 

 
 
 
 

 


